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FAITH, HOPE and LOVE
The Ross Community United Methodist Church
2943 Hamilton Cleves Road, Hamilton, Ohio 45013
Pastor Grant Montgomery

Dear Friends,
THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE. LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT.
(Psalm 118:24)
This is the year the Lord has made for our church! As we enter the summer season let us rejoice
and be glad in what, through God’s grace, have been many accomplishments and highlights
during 2010.
First and foremost is the achievement of paying off the church mortgage. The response from this
church family was remarkable. The result of your faithfulness and generosity was the burning of
the mortgage on Easter morning. We were able to celebrate this accomplishment as we
celebrated the resurrection of our Lord.
Bob Burnette used his talents to make a beautiful holder for our candle lighters. This is in the
narthex by the sanctuary doors. Don and Annette Hegner donated the new candle lighters.
Thanks to each of you for your contributions.
We are grateful to Bill Foster for establishing a memorial nature area at the northwest corner of
the church. The trees and shrubbery add serenity and beauty to the landscape. When completed
it will be available to be used for meditation and reflection. This project of love is in memory of
Bill’s wife, Diane.
Our Mission Committee has reached out to a number of families in the area to provide needed
assistance. This has been possible because of the generosity and support of the church family.
This effort demonstrates a Christly compassion of which we should be proud.
The re-enactment of the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday was an inspiring presentation for our
church family and for numerous visitors. What a meaningful way to end the Lenten season.
During the remainder of 2010 may we work together and help each other to walk in the faith. Let
us rejoice and be glad in the year the Lord has made!
Blessings to all,
Marcus for Pastor Grant
(The pastor is on a well deserved vacation)

Eight years ago the Rechel family
experienced a situation not unlike the
situation the country is facing today. A new
-submitted by Jim Rechel
pastor had arrived at our previous church,
and she had a different “interpretation” on
the Bible. An interpretation that said the reader could form and shape various provisions of Christian
faith to their personal liking, and in her case, a belief in the Goddess Sophia, which the Greeks
described as the Goddess of Wisdom.
This was a way for the pastor to satisfy her opinion that the Bible too heavily depicts God and Jesus
as men, and that we should worship them for their wisdom, eliminate references to them as men, and
allow for any gender reference the follower likes. Well this isn’t what our Christian Bible teaches us:
There is one God who eternally exists in three persons—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew
28:18; Eph. 4:4-7; 1 Peter 1:2). The Bible excludes any mention of a goddess or secondary deity. The
pastor wants to change the foundation on which Christian faith is built.
Our country faces a similar situation. Many voices can be heard saying that the 1st Amendment
(ratified in 1791 “the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…”) prohibits
any reference to Christianity in government. Organizations and individuals who oppose Christianity
trumpet that Thomas Jefferson’s 1802 letter to the Danbury Baptists speaking of the separation of
church and state proves that our founders did not intend for any reference to Christianity on or in
public places.
They are trying to make our country “fit” their personal beliefs as well, just as the Pastor was trying
to make the Bible fit her personal beliefs. Patrick Henry wrote: "It cannot be emphasized too
strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not
on religions, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For this very reason peoples of other faiths have
been afforded asylum, prosperity, and freedom of worship here." --The Trumpet Voice of Freedom:
Patrick Henry of Virginia, p. iii.
I cannot put it any better than Patrick Henry. While our government does not force a religion on
anyone, we should not forget that our country’s foundation of law and order is based on the principles
of the teachings of Jesus Christ. It is a foundation that never erodes.
Join us every month for the Men’s’ Grits and Grace breakfast for lively discussions of items that
impact everyone. We don’t always agree with one another, and we don’t always know what we’re
talking about, but we sure would enjoy your presence at the next monthly breakfast. We might even
tackle American history and the role of Christianity in the Founders!
	
  

Evangelism	
  
	
  
“Courage	
   is	
   contagious.	
   When	
   a	
   brave	
   man	
   takes	
   a	
   stand,	
   the	
   spines	
   of	
   others	
   are	
   often	
   stiffened.”	
   –	
   Billy	
  
Graham

SUNDAY	
  MORNING	
  SCHEDULE	
  
9:30 – 10:15
Sunday School for adults
10:15 – 10:30
Fellowship
10:30
Church Service
Children’s Sunday School during
Church Service

INFORMATION CORNER
Pastor: Grant Montgomery 867-9284
Lay Leader: Marcus Casbeer
Assistant Lay Leader: Leroy Singleton
Pianists: Lori Campbell & Craig Eppich
Praise and Worship Leader: Joan Daugherty
Choir Director: Sally Rechel
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery
(Ages birth through four years old)
Prayer Chain: Beth Casbeer 756-0115

-submitted by Judy Kottman

We give thanks for so many helpful hands.
As summer rapidly approaches and our time is
consumed with so many things, we need to take a
moment to thank everyone for their busy hands
throughout this past year. We've all enjoyed and
“grown” with the wonderful desserts and fellowship
shared during the weekly Coffee Hour. We
especially want to thank those who provided baked
goods and those who helped with set-up and
cleanup. I cannot thank everyone here but want to
especially thank Linda and Wayne Estep for coming
early and faithfully organizing all the wonderful
items baked by our church members. We will take a
break over summer but Coffee Hour will resume in
the Fall.

Congratulations Graduates
We're pleased to announce this years graduates who
will be honored at a special Service on Sunday,
June 6. Our High School graduates are: Jena
Botting, Jay Dreske, Josh Mabis, Alex Oliver,
Taylor Rechel and Josh Strong. We wish you a
successful and blessed future.

Church Picnic
Please mark your calendar for the Annual Church
Picnic Sunday, September 19, 2010. More details
will follow as the time grows near but we want
everyone to mark your calendar so you'll be able to
attend.
We wish everyone a safe and blessed summer, look
forward to seeing you when you're not away and
keeping you in our prayers when we don't see you at
church.
Your Nurture Committee At Work

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the
Mother Daughter banquet on May 12, 2010! We
had a great time trying to identify all those baby
pictures! I especially want to thank the UMW
women who always work hard to make this banquet
a success!
During the summer UMW plans to sponsor a
“nursery shower”. Robin has made us aware that
most of the toys, books, etc. in our nursery are
broken or torn. Look soon for more information on
how you can help replenish our nursery items.
UMW is pleased to announce this year’s winners
of our scholarships are Sherri Dykes and Alex
Oliver. Sheri has received an Associate’s Degree in
Medical Assisting and plans to continue at Miami
University in Hamilton for a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nursing. Alex is the grandson of Bill and
Brenda Oliver and Leroy and Millie Singleton. He
graduates from Ross High School this year and plans
to attend Findlay University in the fall, majoring in
Middle Childhood Education. Alex wants to teach
and coach in middle school. We will recognize
Sherri and Alex on Sunday, June 6, 2010.
UMW will not meet during June, July and
August. We will resume regular meetings in
September!
Have a great summer, and we hope to see all the
women of our church in September!
Beth Casbeer, President, UMW

Attitude
The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more important than
education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than success, than what other people think or say
or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will make or break a company...a
church...a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice everyday regarding the attitude we embrace for
that day. We cannot change our past, we cannot change the fact that people act in a certain way. We cannot
change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one string, we have, and that is our attitude...
I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you... we are
in charge of our ATTITUDES.
Author Chuck Swindoll

HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS
When I was in Florida for six months, I
attended a "Church of Christ" with a few friends
down there. It was a pretty large church, gray in
color with a small congregation that grew as we
Snowbirds got there, but… something was
missing. I didn't have that warm feeling or Body
of Christ camaraderie that is abundant in our
church. They have a small choir - smaller than
ours - in this very large church and the people
seemed friendly enough, though distant. The
Pastor was fine, his sermon usually pretty good--but---something was missing!!
When we came home and I attended church
for the first time since being home, the warm
greetings and friendly "hellos" just filled my heart
up (and my eyes too.) As I sat there looking at
our beautiful church, glowing in rich color and
warm light and listening to our choir, I could see
the light shining down on them as they sang. I
saw the light on Ann’s beautiful hair; I saw the
light on Grant’s face and all your faces. YOU
were what was missing.
Our Pastor, our Laypeople, our committees
all keep things running pretty smoothly, but it's
the Light and the Love that's in our church that is
the special ingredient there. It's in all of you.
Nothing’s missing--it's wonderful to be back
among you. You're the best.

June 6
June 13
June 20
June 27

Tim Zecher & Carol Farmer
Debbie Gilman & Marie Gilman
Phil & Brenda Brown
Bill & Brenda Oliver

July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25

Glenn Renner & Jim Rechel
Roger & Judy Creasy
Steve & Linda Jacobs
John & Danielle Fisher

August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

Jerry & Betty Merz
Dick & Anita Massey
Don & Barb Rechel
Steve & Carol Skinner
Lonnie & Kae Parrott

If you would like to be added to or deleted
from the Usher / Greeter list please contact
Lay Leader Marcus Casbeer.

Marcus
and
Beth
Casbeer
will
take
communion to anyone
who wants it. Just let
them know at church or
call them at 756-0115

Your Sister in Christ,
Karol Schaefer

-submitted by Sally Rechel

Thank you to the entire choir for a great year! We had such fun working on new and challenging
music and enjoyed the change of pace with 2 of our songs, "I Rejoice" and "God Is". We will
definitely bring them back later this year. During the summer, look or listen for special music in the
form of solos or small groups performances. Thank you again to Jeanine for her many years at the
keyboard, and continued success as she works toward her degree. Thank you also to Lori for being
able to step right in mid-year and bring our season to a close. We are blessed to have such great
musicians in our midst. We will resume rehearsals in August. New voices are always welcome!

-submitted by Debbie Gilman
Financial Status as of 05/02/10
Cash Assets:
General Operating Fund
Building Fund
Savings
Memorial Fund
Missions Fund
Youth Fund

$23,209.03
5,542.12
23,172.70
11,386.27
5,075.75
1,102.42
Total
Assets

Average monthly offering
Average monthly expenses

$69,488.29

$8,299
7,506

Influencing Fish
by Fred Zaspel
A man returning from a fishing trip was asked if he had caught any fish. "No," he replied, "but I
influenced a few!"
I'm not sure if that makes any sense at all, but it's so ridiculous you almost have to laugh. In
terms of fishing, if you haven't caught any fish, then whatever "influence" you made is meaningless.
But in terms of evangelism this makes perfect sense. "Influencing" as well as "catching" is a very
important part of our responsibility in evangelism. We tend to think that if our witnessing
opportunity does not culminate in a decision for Christ we have failed. But this thinking is mistaken
on two counts.
First, thinking that unless there is a decision we have failed mistakes our role for God's. God does
not judge us on "outcomes." God judges us on faithfulness. God and only God can save. Only He can
bring about a genuine decision for Christ. Our success in evangelism is judged in terms of
faithfulness. And you should know that as you witness for Christ you are successful as God judges
success, whatever the outcome. "It is required of stewards to be faithful" (1 Corinthians 4:2).
Second, in thinking that we have failed unless there is a decision for Christ, we judge
prematurely. That is, we do not know how our witness, in God's providence, will serve to influence
someone for Christ and culminate in later conversion. We cannot know. It might be that you will
plant a seed that another will water and cultivate later on.
This is an analogy the apostle Paul used—"I planted the seed, Apollos watered it" (1 Cor. 3:6).
This is how the gospel advanced in Corinth. Paul went in first with the gospel, and some were saved.
Apollos came in later and picked up where Paul left off, and more came to Christ, doubtless some to
whom Paul himself had preached the gospel earlier. Paul planted, and Apollos watered. But it was
neither Paul nor Apollos that actually caused the success. "I planted the seed. Apollos watered it. But
God made it grow."
So, returning to our fishing analogy, you may not catch any, but while trying you may very well
influence many! We are in this work together with all of God's people. And who knows but that God
may send you to someone as merely that initial contact? Through you God may first capture his or
her attention. Then God may send another to resume the work where you left off. Then again God
may use you as that second or third (or sixty-fifth!) contact that actually results in someone's
conversion. But it is faithfulness at every one of these steps that constitutes success.
Do not be discouraged or think yourself a failure because you do not see instant results. Be
faithful, and in your faithfulness be assured of God's approval, and be encouraged in it.
That God saves at all through such meager servants as we is amazing in itself. He gives the
increase, and He gives us the awesome privilege of being a part of the process. At the end of next
week you might be able to say you "caught" a few. Or you might be able to say you have
"influenced" a few. Faithfulness in any part of this process is success in the eyes of God.
Copyright © 2007 Fred Zaspel.
Permission granted for reproduction in exact form.
All other uses require written permission
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CONTINUING PRAYERS
Ross Community United Methodist Church,
Pastor Grant & Ann, our President, our
nation, our military personnel, Gary Brown,
“Here I Am Ministries”, Vicki Hilton, Mary
Bliton, Dorothy Gard, Steve & Linda Jacobs,
Donna Montang, Jake Phelps & family,
Nicole Flannery, Randy & Jo Anderson’ &
family, Bev & Lloyd Papet, Ruby Landis &
family, Carl Sippel & family, Carl & Peggy
Nauman, Winnie Whirls & family.

Sermons on Tape
Sunday service tapes are on the table in the
narthex and are free of charge. If anyone would
like a tape of a particular service, just let
Marcus or Beth Casbeer know and they will be
glad to make you one.

JULY
2
JUNE
7
8
9
10
11
16
18
20
22
28

Steve Jacobs
Bill Wright
Barb Winsted
Paul Gilman
Lonnie Parrott
Earl Winsted
Jena Botting
Earl Whirls
Michael Ratliff
Trudy Schreiner

5
7
9
10
13
14
17
19
20
29
31

JUNE

2 Bill & Linda Wright
Mae Prentice
Phil & Brenda Brown
Leroy Singleton
10 Leroy & Millie Singleton 50 YEARS
Sherri Dykes
13 Denzil & Helen Burch
Leslie Fisher
15 Wayne & Linda Estep
JULY
DJ Creighton
19 Bill & Mae Prentice
Nicole Edington
23 Lonnie & Kae Parrott
4 Lloyd & Bev Papet
Luke Botting
16 Paul & Debbie Gilman
Rose Ann Ratliff
19 Don & Barb Rechel
Harold “Bud” Kottman
Preston Bressler
Maggie Schoepf
Sara Winsted
Phil Brown
Jeremy Winsted
Birthday & Anniversary
Brenda Oliver
List Update
Don Hegner
The list that I use for the monthly Birthdays and
Anniversaries is over three years old. If I have, at any time,
listed either one incorrectly, please contact Marcus Casbeer
with the correct date(s).
If you notice that yours is not being listed at all, please
contact Marcus with this information also.
Our church is growing and I am sure there are several that I
may be missing.
Thank you
Brenda Brown

NOTICE
Alter Flowers: If you would like to place flowers on the altar in
memory or in honor of someone, please see Kae Parrot for the date
of your choice and it will be announced in the church bulletin.
Heifer Project: On the first Sunday of your birthday month and
anniversary, please place a donation in the milk bottle on the altar.
Food Pantry:
Food and personal hygiene items are always
needed.
Reminder: Please give your e-mail address to Beth Casbeer for
the Prayer Chain and Trudy Schreiner for the phone list.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
First Wednesday of the month 7:00 pm
Trustees, Missions and Nurture Committees
First Thursday of the month
7:00 pm
Ad Council
Second Tuesday of the month 10:00 am
U.M. Woman
Second & Fourth Sundays
6 – 8 pm
Senior Youth (6th – 12th grades)
Last Saturday of the month
8:00 am
U.M. Men

