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FAITH, HOPE and LOVE
The Ross Community United Methodist Church
2943 Hamilton Cleves Road, Hamilton, Ohio 45013
Pastor Grant Montgomery

Dear Friend,
Consider this Easter scene, “…for an angel of the Lord descended from the heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and sat upon it” (Matt. 28:2).
Can you see the humor in this? I find this scene hilarious! Mary and Martha were heading toward
the tomb, broken hearted and grief stricken. An angel appeared and rolled back the giant stone covering
the entrance to the tomb. Then he did a most unangelic thing – he sat on the stone! What on earth do you
make of that? Matthew must have had some purpose in emphasizing that the angel sat on the stone. What
do you think it was?
I believe it is a symbol of finality. How often have you accomplished some task and then dusted
off your hands and sat down and rested, well-pleased that the job has finally been done? Well, the angel
sitting on the stone means that Christ has triumphed. God took the saddest, most tragic story in human
history and gave it a beautiful ending. And God is always doing that!
God will not let death write “finished” to our lives. Here in the resurrection, the angel symbolizes
God’s final victory over all things contrary to his will.
Dear friend, you and I can be as confident as that angel sitting on the stone. If God raised Christ
from the dead, then there is no need for hopelessness or fear. Not even the darkest event which might
come to you is the end of the story. Christ is risen!
Holy Week, the week that changed the world forever! It begins with Palm Sunday, March 28,
10:30 a.m. We have a palm branch waiting for you.
On Maundy Thursday, at 7:30 p.m., the men of our church will once again re-enact the Last
Supper, using scenes from DaVinci’s Last Supper painting. You will recall what a powerful
dramatization this has been.
Sunrise Service will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Five persons will share five-minute
thoughts on “what Easter means to me.”
The men will serve their very special Easter breakfast at 8:45 a.m. The children’s egg hunt is 9:15
– 10:15 a.m.
Worship celebration at 10:30 a.m. with great Easter music! The message title is “Hallelujah.” I
urge you to be present at all these events.
Blessings,
Pastor Grant

"I had no idea" is the
-submitted by Jim Rechel
common refrain in the
new reality show entitled Undercover Boss"; a show in
which the CEO's of large companies go undercover
and work various production level positions with their
companies. More often than not, the common refrain
of the CEO's is the realization that they had no idea
how difficult the job requirements were, as well as the
admission that they had lost sight of the human side of
the decisions they make. Show after show the boss
finds how disconnected they are from their employees.

ATTENTION: LADIES OF ROSS
COMMUNITY UMC
Our annual Mother/Daughter Banquet will be
held Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at 6:00 pm at the
church. The theme is Showers of Mother’s
Love, and it promises to be a fun time for all!
Details will be forthcoming in the near future.

How different that is from our Christian faith. Our
Christian "boss" never has to go undercover, never
loses sight of us as individuals, and always provides
for us. He is there for us in any situation. He only asks
that we believe in Him and open our hearts to receive
Him.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 13,
2010 and our May meeting will be Tuesday,
May 11, 2010. All women of the church are
invited to attend for refreshments, fellowship,
devotions, and great discussions! We start at
10:00 am and usually end around 11:30 am.
All the men are invited to the Grits and Grace Hope to see you there!
breakfast as we discuss our faith and enjoy breakfast.
It's a great way to get to know each other without If you have any questions, please feel free to ask
going undercover as well.
Beth Casbeer or any member of UMW.

Beth Casbeer, President, Ross UMW

8:00 a.m.

Easter Sunrise Service

8:30 a.m.

Easter Breakfast prepared by the men of
our church. The breakfast will take the
place of coffee hour following the service.

9:30 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt for the children.

10:30 a.m.

Easter Sunday Service

Thank you to everyone who has presented an Easter Lily
in Honor or Memory of a loved one. You are welcome
to take them home following the 10:30 Service.
May everyone enjoy a blessed Easter Sunday with
friends and family.

Marcus and Beth Casbeer will take
communion to anyone who wants it.
Just let them know at church or call them
at 756-0115

Due to my failure to submit an article
in the fall and then a publishing error -submitted by Sally Rechel
in January, updates about the choir
have been missing from the newsletter. So here's what has been going on. Many
of the changes I'm sure you have seen. Leroy Singleton has taken residence in the
tenor section, which means Barb Winsted has officially moved back to the alto
section. Lyn Schernbeck also joined the choir and is in the alto section as well.
Now, all we need is a few more bass and tenor voices and we will have the rafters
shaking.
Last November we were joined by Bud and Judy Kottman’s daughter, Jen, for Communion Sunday. Our anthem,
‘Celtic Laud’, had a flute accompaniment which Jen played so well and added so much to the message of the
anthem. Thank you also to Barb Winsted for accompanying the choir on the oboe for "Christmas Gift" at the
Christmas Eve service. I look forward to other opportunities where we can add different instruments to
accompany our anthems.
On March 21st we celebrated and recognized Jeanine Biggs for her many years as the pianist at RCUMC. She has
been "filling in" at the piano since 1992, until we could find someone else. We have enjoyed and been blessed by
her contribution to our music ministry and years of service to the church. The four years I have been working with
Jeanine have been a time of growth and confidence building for me and the choir. I did at times choose music that
was a bit more difficult for all of us and applaud everyone for working so hard to reach above what they thought
they could do. Our choir has come such a long way. Jeanine will still be with us from Sunday to Sunday. When
she can, she will sing with the choir, something she has wanted to do for a long time. Jeanine will be pursuing a
degree as a Veterinarian Tech., and has been taking classes since September and finds she needs to devote more
time to this endeavor. I am so excited for her and wish her much success in earning this degree.
On March 7th, we welcomed our new pianist, Lori Campbell. She comes to us from Eaton Road Church of God in
Hamilton. She has added a new dimension to our music and I am excited to see where we can take our music
ministry. Lori has been singing and playing the piano in her church since she was 14. She has been involved in
many areas of music ministry; sharing music provides her much fulfillment. She also teaches piano and voice
lessons. I hope that you will come and listen to her play and spend a moment getting to know more about her.
We look forward to bringing glory to God through our music through the end of May.

Please join us in
CLEANING UP and BEAUTIFYING
our Church Inside and Out
Men of the church please join in the clean up of the church grounds.
Please bring your rake, shovel, pruning shears and gloves.
Ladies please join us tidying up the kitchen, polishing some furniture
and cleaning some windows.
It’s quite a rewarding experience for everyone and it’s more fun than
doing it at home.
Rain date Saturday, April 24

-submitted by Sherri Dykes

As the chairperson was greater than 10%. A member of the church
of RCUMC Mission Committee for the past five approached me regarding a mission’s project.
years we have come a long way in our efforts to We are reaching out to feed and clothe those in
serve the community. With the implementation need. In cooperation with the Ross Community
of “Mission Is Possible” as a fundraising pledge, Schools, we were able to obtain the name and
we have gone from receiving $2500 in 2005 to addresses of 30 families that were in greatest
over $3,000 in 2006.
need. Each family was invited to our church for
Our purpose is to be prepared to help those in a “Simple Summer Spaghetti Supper” and upon
the community who are in need. We have arrival they received 30 tickets to shop for new
accomplished this and more by giving grocery clothes, coats, personal hygiene items, etc. After
cards to families in need, helped to pay a phone shopping they sat down with members of our
bill, utilities and rent. Since 2007 we pledged congregation to a dinner. Upon leaving, each
$300 a year to the John Engle Christian family received a thank you bag full of
Counseling Center – a non profit Christian breakfast/snack items assuring their children
counseling center, providing a positive impact on would have something for breakfast prior to
families and marriages.
school.
During the month of August, we collect school A total of 11 families with 49 people were
supplies for our “Back to School” project. The served that night. Since this event we have been
items collected are distributed to both Elda and able to clothe an additional 23 children through
Morgan Elementary schools.
continued donations. Through my love of the
With the help of our congregation providing Lord, and a strong desire to serve those in my
food donations, our “Mission Is Possible” community, I will continue to think of new and
provided Thanksgiving dinners to 22 families creative ways to reach out through missions in
from 2005-09. Families are given the option to my community.
We are planning another
either pick up their dinner at the church or we “Mission Is Possible” for 2010. “One person
deliver them to their homes.
cannot do it all, but together we will find that
At Christmas, we set up the “Angel Tree” with the “Mission Is Possible”.
gift tags for family members, providing the sex,
age, and sizes in order for our gracious To continue making these great strides in our
congregation to purchase items from each community, we need your help. We are asking
families wish list. You take the tags, shop and that you fill out the attached pledge card and
bring the items to church wrapped with the tag return it to church by Sunday, May 2. Please be
attached. We shop for any remaining tags, sure to designate if your pledge is a weekly,
allowing each individual to receive an item from monthly or one time donation.
their wish list. Arrangements are made for Santa (due to Newsletter space and postage costs,
and an elf to deliver the packages to the families Sherri’s article has been condensed)
or they may choose to pick up their package at
the church. Over the past five years, we
have provided Christmas gifts for 23 My MISSION IS POSSIBLE – Pledge
In dependence upon God I will endeavor to give toward the
families.
World wide missionary work of Ross Community UMC the amount
In 2009, for Easter, we added Spring checked in the column at the right.
Weekly / Monthly / One Time
Cleaning as a new project – collecting Mr., Mrs., Miss____________________________________________
$ 20
cleaning supplies, allowing us to provide
$ 10
$ 5
four families with cleaning supplies, a Street____________________________________________________
$ 4
bag of Easter candy and a $50 gift card.
City__________________________State______Zip______________
$ 3
$ 2
My current thoughts have been what Circle or write the amount you pledge to give each week as God enables
$ 1
can I/we do in our community? What is during the coming year for Missions. You will not be asked for it; it is
Other $________
the greatest need? I discovered in the your own voluntary offering to God.
fall of 2009, through research, that the MY TOTAL – MISSION IS POSSIBLE - PLEDGE TO THE COMING YEAR $________
unemployment rate in my community

INFORMATION CORNER
We will be collecting the following items each month:
May
Boxed food: Hamburger Helper, cereal, mac & cheese,
etc.
June
Hygiene items: deodorant, razors, shampoo, conditioner,
sanitary napkins, tampons, panty liners, toothpaste,
mouthwash
July & August
Back to school supplies
September
Paper products: Toilet paper, napkins, paper towels
October
Drinks – Dry coffee, dry milk, hot chocolate, tea, KoolAid, etc.
November
Items for Thanksgiving baskets
December
Angel Tree items
Sherri Dykes, Missions Chair
513-520-8518

Pastor: Grant Montgomery 867-9284
Lay Leader: Marcus Casbeer
Assistant Lay Leader: Leroy Singleton
Pianists: Lori Campbell & Craig Eppich
Praise and Worship Leader: Joan Daugherty
Choir Director: Sally Rechel
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery
(Ages birth through four years old)
Prayer Chain: Beth Casbeer 756-0115

March 28

Debbie Gilman & Marie Gilman

April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

Phil & Brenda Brown
Bill & Brenda Oliver
Glenn Renner & Jim Rechel
Lonnie & Kae Parrott

May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Roger & Judy Creasy
Steve & Linda Jacobs
John & Danielle Fisher
Jerry & Betty Merz
Dick & Anita Massey

June 6

Tim Zecher & Carol Farmer

If you would like to be added to or deleted
from the Usher / Greeter list please contact
Lay Leader Marcus Casbeer.

-submitted by Debbie Gilman
Financial Status as of 02/28/10
Cash Assets:
General Operating Fund
Building Fund
Savings
Memorial Fund
Missions Fund
Youth Fund
Total
Assets

$20,135.64
5,595.00
23,169.81
11,384.40
5,000.75
1,102.42

Mortgage

$18,637.88

$66,388.02

Liabilities:

Average monthly offering
Average monthly expenses

$8,654
9,237

As a result of the cold winter, our fuel and
electric bills were higher than normal which
explains why our average monthly expenses
were greater than the average monthly
offering. Bring on the warm weather!
A big thank you to all of you who have
contributed to the Building Fund.
Our
mission is to pay off the church mortgage of
$18,637 and we’re making great progress. As
of March 21, donations total $9,245. Almost
the halfway mark! Time and time again I
have seen that when our congregation works
together in the spirit of love, His cup
overflows. Amen!

CONTINUING PRAYERS
Ross Community United Methodist Church, Pastor Grant &
Ann, our President, our nation, our military personnel, Gary
Brown, “Here I Am Ministries”, June Brown, Vicki Hilton,
Mary Bliton, Dorothy Gard, Steve & Linda Jacobs, Donna
Montang, Jake Phelps & family, Shelisa O’Conner, Randy
& Jo Anderson & family, Bev & Lloyd Papet, Ruby Landis
& family, Carl Sippel & family, Carl & Peggy Nauman,
Karol Schaefer, Peggy Czimbal, Winnie Whirls & family,
Family of Wanda Courtney.

Sermons on Tape
Sunday service tapes are on the table in the
narthex and are free of charge. If anyone would
like a tape of a particular
service, just let Marcus or
Beth Casbeer know and
they will be glad to make
you one.

SUNDAY	
  MORNING	
  SCHEDULE	
  
2
4
5
21
23

2
4
7
9
11
14
18
20
21
26
27
29

April
Steve Dykes
Craig Eppich
Taylor Rechel
Helen Burch
Ken Pierson
Danielle Ratliff
May
Kyle Rheinfrank
Glenn Renner
Betty Merz
Carolyn Foster
Winnie Whirls
Linda Wright
Nicole Eppich
Helen Gambrell
Del Foster
Grant Montgomery
James Brown
Karol Schaefer
Spencer Dreske
Zak Edington

NOTICE
Alter Flowers:
If you would like to place flowers on the altar in
memory or in honor of someone, please see Kae Parrot for the date of
your choice and it will be announced in the church bulletin.
Heifer Project:
On the first Sunday of your birthday month and
anniversary, please place a donation in the milk bottle on the altar.
Food Pantry: Food and personal hygiene items are always needed.
Reminder: Please give your e-mail address to Beth Casbeer for the
Prayer Chain and Trudy Schreiner for the phone list.

9:30 – 10:15
Sunday School for adults
10:15 – 10:30
Fellowship
10:30
Church Service
Children’s Sunday School during
Church Service

May
3
21

John & Danielle Fisher
Del & Carolyn Foster

15

Grant & Ann Montgomery
60 YEARS
Jim & Donna Houk

April
23

MONTHLY MEETINGS
First Wednesday of the month 7:00 pm
Trustees, Missions and Nurture Committees
First Thursday of the month
7:00 pm
Ad Council
Second Tuesday of the month 10:00 am
U.M. Woman
Second & Fourth Sundays
6 – 8 pm
Senior Youth (6th – 12th grades)
Last Saturday of the month
8:00 am
U.M. Men

