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Dear Friends:  
 
As the month of March is upon us, so is now the liturgical season of Lent. It begins on Ash Wednesday on March 5, 2014. As 
a church family, we will gather that Wednesday evening at 6:00p.m. and have a soup supper and service to begin this season 
with worship and to receive the blessed ashes upon our foreheads.  
 
Lent is a season of reflection, re-evaluation, repentance and reconciliation. Lent is a time of profound Grace and we are invited 
to let that Grace sink in, take root, and change us. Through our observance of these days by listening to the Scripture from the 
Lenten liturgies and by participating in the traditional practices of the Church, we are invited, in this holy season, to be 
stripped down and cleansed from all the obstacles that keep us from seeing our true selves clearly; stripped down so that we 
may come to understand more powerfully the Love of God who embraces all of who we are.  
 
There are many ways to enter into the spirit of the season and to "observe" these days. It is not so important what we do as it is 
important that we do something to make these days different from all the rest. One great way to enter into this season is by 
following the traditional practices of the Church, which are praying, fasting, and almsgiving. What is great about these 
practices is that they give us a way to enter into this season of healing with body and soul, physically and spiritually.  
 
Almsgiving, which is more than just giving away money but also giving of our time through serving the needs of those around 
us, is a practice in which encourages us to let go of things (money, possessions, our valuable time), which may have taken on 
too high a priority in our lives. Almsgiving encourages us to strip away those "things" which can cause us to be separated from 
one another. It also challenges us to take a serious look at distinguishing between what we need and what we want.  
 
In the same spirit of examining our needs and wants, fasting, which is a practice of rearranging our eating habits either by 
cutting down on consumption or by abstaining all together, helps us to be reminded of our need for God to fill us. Fasting 
allows us to feel physically the ongoing spiritual needs of the soul and can help us to feel the truth that only God can truly 
satisfy our deepest longings. Almsgiving and fasting help us to do, to feel, to tangibly experience the season of Lent.  
 
Prayer is the other traditional practice in the Church, and through prayer we are able to experience Lent on a spiritual level. 
Prayer slows us down, allows us to be focused, and enables us to be stripped away from our obsession with this world and 
moves us to a higher consciousness. Prayer allows us to "see" our life and our works with the eyes of faith that opens the heart 
to seeing God in the midst of it all.  
 
 I pray as we do this discipline as a church family we will be blessed as we pursue the heart of 
God through remembering the death and resurrection of his son Jesus Christ, during this Lent.  
 
Blessings- 
 
Rev. John 
 

 



SUNDAY MORNING 
SCHEDULE 
Sunday School 

9:15 – 10:00 
for all ages 
Fellowship 

10:00 – 10:30 
Church Service 

10:30 
Children’s Sunday School 

during Church Service 
Is available 

 
Monthly Meetings 

U.M. Women 
Second Tuesday of the 

month @ 10:00 am 
Trustees, Nurture & 
Missions Committees 

First Tuesday of the month 
@ 6:30 pm 

Administrative Council 
Second Thursday of the 

month @ 7:00 pm 
U.M. Men 

Last Saturday of the month 
@ 8:00 am 

CONTACTS 
Pastor:  Rev. John A. Guliano 513-443-4866 
Lay Leader:  Jim Rechel 
Assistant Lay Leader:  Leroy Singleton 
Music Director: Sally Rechel 
 Pianist:  Lori Campbell  / Craig Eppich  
 Cornett:  Karen Auffinger 
 Drums:  Chip Schoepf 
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery 
                   (Ages birth through four years) 
Prayer Chain: Vicky Foster  513-738-3748 
Newsletter:  Phil Brown    513-868-2338 

Submitted	  by	  Sandy	  Hogeback	  

COME	  ONE…COME	  ALL………	  

Come	  join	  us	  for	  Sunday	  School	  Class	  at	  9:15	  AM	  
on	  Sunday	  mornings.	  We	  have	   teachers	   that	  are	  
waiting	   for	   you	   to	   be	   a	   part	   of	   the	   class.	   The	  
teachers	   are	   excited	   about	   sharing	   the	   stories	  
from	   the	   bible	   with	   all	   of	   you.	   Let’s	   bring	  
someone	  to	  Sunday	  School	  and	  to	  Church.	  

“Cornerstone	  Counseling	  and	  Consulting”	  

“Grief/Loss	  Support	  Group”	  

This	  group	  will	  provide	  those	  who	  are	  grieving	  the	  opportunity	  
to	  understand	  their	  grief	  and	   to	  begin	   the	  healing	  process	   in	  a	  
supportive,	   confidential	   environment.	   The	   12	   weekly	   sessions	  
will	   provide	   time	   for	   sharing,	   reflecting	  as	  well	   as	  help	  moving	  
through	  the	  stages	  of	  grief.	  It	  is	  the	  desire	  that	  those	  who	  take	  
part	  will	  find	  hope	  and	  healing	  for	  their	  hearts.	  	  
	  
The	  group	  will	  be	  meeting	  at	  Ross	  Community	  Church	  located	  at	  
2943	   Hamilton-‐Cleves	   Road,	   Hamilton,	   Ohio.	   Potential	   group	  
members	  should	  contact	  Cornerstone	  for	  a	  private,	  confidential	  
interview	  and	  registration.	  	  
	  

The	  group	  is	  free	  but	  registration	  is	  required.	  
(513)	  889-‐5880	  

	  
or	  contact	  us	  on	  the	  web	  @	  <http://www.cornerstoneccs.com 

“Prayer Shawl Ministry” 
                        

Please spread the word:  ------
If anyone has a family member, 
friend, etc. that is gravely ill, 
please let me know in the Sunday 
service, or email me at 
www.carolfarmer90@yahoo.com.  
Also contact me for more 
information.  This program is 
100% voluntary, and the Church 
has not spent a penny.  We can 
also use more volunteers.  Have a 
great day in the Lord. 

Submitted by Carol Farmer 

COMMUNION 
 
If you are home bound and would like 
to receive communion please contact 
the church office at (513) 868-2923.  
Rev John Guliano or Lay Leader Jim 
Rechel will return your call.  

Please send your e-mail address to 
rcumcnewsletter@gmail.com if you would prefer 
to receive your issue of The Ross Community 
United Methodist Church Newsletter by e-mail. 
Please put RCUMC Newsletter in the subject line. 
Your e-mail address will be used only for 
mailing the newsletter to you.  There are two 
benefits to receiving your newsletter by e-mail:  
1> It will be in color and 2> It will save printing 
and mailing costs to the church. 
 
Thank You, Editor 



 

United Methodist Women 

Submitted by: Judy Creasy 

The next meeting of the Women’s 
UMW will be the morning of Tuesday, 
March 4, 2014 at 10:00AM in the 
church.  All women are invited to come. 
 
The 2014 scholarship applications are 
available to any students who are 
attending college; please take one.  The 
deadline for students to return the 
scholarships is March 16, 2014. 
 
The women are collecting eyeglasses to 
donate to a third world country missions 
group. There is a 
basket designated 
for the glasses in 
the hallway. 
 
The women are also planning a Zumba 
Dancing class at the church.  Look for 

more information this 
coming spring. 
 

Attention Working Women, our April 
8th UMW women’s meeting will be an 
evening dinner at the church.  
 
 
 
 
Also our Mothers and Special Others 
dinner will be May 6th, with a theme of 
50’s Oldies. Please mark your calendars. 

Submitted by Jim Rechel 

On Our Watch 
 
"I'm glad I'm 92 years old and won't have to deal with 
what is happening to our country" was a comment my 
father-in-law made at lunch recently. 
 
And that was before the TV and Internet flashed images 
of Lady Gaga for the umpteenth time wearing some 
outrageous looking costume...That's important! 
 
And was not long after a news flash, that lasted three 
days, trumpeted the fact that Justin Beiber had climbed 
up on his SUV after being released after a recent arrest, 
and waved to his fans triumphantly.... just like Michael 
Jackson had done years before!...Oh My! 
 
Which was not long before we learned that French 
reporters were abuzz "reporting" that the President was 
having an affair with Beyonce..... Really?!! 
 
In the meantime, men and women from every corner of 
our country are making the decision to enlist, to be 
deployed, to fight, to sacrifice, and to die so we can 
continue to focus on the most trivial of matters and make 
the trivial issues the most highly debated issues facing 
America! 
 
Meanwhile, families are being destroyed, church 
attendance falls to historic lows, and babies in record 
numbers are born with no chance of ever knowing their 
biological fathers.   Volunteer organizations and charities 
go begging for people to join them. And the masses don't 
demonstrate that they really care about the core issues. 
 
 As a result, opportunities abound to be part of a change 
in defining what is important.   
 
May God guide you as we all look for ways to improve 
His kingdom. 

Are you still holding the Christmas Spirit in your heart? 



March 30 is our first “Fifth Sunday Pot Luck Luncheon – Cake Auction” 
 
A special service - a potluck luncheon and cakes for auction.  Be the first to sign 
up to contribute a special cake for auction (we will only take the first 12), then 
sit back to enjoy the service and potluck luncheon followed by the fun of our 
first “Cake Auction” and of course, dessert.  This will not only be entertaining 
but also consider sampling these scrumptious desserts.  The proceeds from the 
“cake auction” will benefit the Vacation Bible School. 
 
Yes!!  Vacation Bible School    

 
We’re in the process of organizing our first VBS in quite a few years.  Plans are for a 
three to four evening VBS and we will definitely need everyone to assist in making this 
happen.  There are tasks in assembling snacks, organizing crafts and volunteers to assist 
with the music, Bible Stories, Games, etc. each evening of VBS.  Just volunteering for 
one evening or a pre-organizing task will make this manageable.  As we’ve assisted 

Venice Presbyterian Church over the past years, they also have offered to help us.     
 
March 28 – Community Meal Center - Presbyterian Church   
                     Front & High Streets, Hamilton, Ohio 
 
This is our evening to serve the people of Hamilton and surrounding area a 
dinner.   All we need to bring is a smile, a dessert and enjoy the blessing of 
serving some wonderful people who appreciate a warm meal in warm 
surroundings.  Please let Nancy Beckman know if you’re able to attend. 
 
May 17 – Annual Yard Sale    

 
Keep collecting items for the yard sale and we will notify you when we’re ready for 
them to be delivered to church. 
 
Missions – We continue to need paper items, cereal, peanut 
butter and jelly and cleaning items for “Christ’s Closet”.  
Please place them in the baskets in the entry.   

Ash Wednesday  
Soup Supper 

  
March 5 at 6:00 p.m.                                                                   

Service follows at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                                             
 

Bring a pot of soup to share.  
Enjoy fellowship before Ash Wednesday Service.     

Beverages provided. 

 NURTURE 

MISSIONS 
Submitted by Judy Kottman 



March  
2 Leroy Singleton  
9 Debbie Gilman 
16 Nancy Beckman 
23 Greg Conrad 
30 Phil Brown 
 

April 
6 Wes Flannery 
13 Roger Creasy 
20 Jim Rechel 
27 Leroy Singleton 

NEWSLETTER: RCUMCNEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM  – 
PHIL BROWN (INTERIM) 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE 
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF 
SOMEONE, PLEASE CONTACT LYNN SCHERNBECK (738-
4959) FOR THE DATE OF YOUR CHOICE AND IT WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED IN THE CHURCH BULLETIN. 
 
HEIFER PROJECT:  ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF YOUR 
BIRTHDAY MONTH, PLEASE PLACE A DONATION IN THE 
MILK BOTTLE ON THE ALTAR. 
 
FOOD PANTRY:  FOOD AND PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS 
ARE ALWAYS NEEDED. 

CONTINUING PRAYERS 
 

Continuing prayers for the vision 
of Ross Community United 
Methodist Church, our President, 
our Nation and our military 
personnel, Pastor John & Lisa, 
Pastor Kyle and Karen, Pastor Grant and Ann, Bev 
Papet, Gary Brown (ongoing heart problems), Vicki 
Hilton, Dorothy Gard, Steve and Linda Jacobs, Jake 
Phelps and family, Jo and Randy Anderson’s great 
grandson Tyson and family, Jo & Randy Anderson, 
Bill & Linda Wright’s sister-in-law, Don & Annette 
Hegner (ongoing health issues), Lois Gleason and 
LP, PD, PH, JS & MD Family.  
 
If you know of additions or deletions, please see 
or call Vicky Foster – 738-3748. Please give your e-
mail address to Vicky for the Prayer Chain. 
 

March 
2 Wayne & Linda Estep 
9 Butch & Trey Foster 
16 Jerry & Betty Merz 
23 Jim Rechel & Phil Brown   
30 Bill & Brenda Oliver 

 
April 

6 Roger & Judy Creasy 
13 Phil & Brenda Brown 
20 Debbie Gilman & Lois Lynch 
27 Wayne & Linda Estep 
 
If you wish to be included on the Ushers & 
Greeters list please contact Lay Leader Jim 
Rechel or Asst.  Lay Leader Leroy Singleton. MARCH 

11   Chris & Jill Foxx 
18   Kyle & Karen McNeely 
24   Austin & Lois Gleason 



  

2   Denzil Burch 
9   Morgan Eppich 
13 Barb Rechel 
14 Savannah Long 
15 Judy Creasy 
20 Linda Estep 
20 Kylie Foxx 
20 Marietta Guliano 

March Birthdays 

21 Dale Kelly 
22 Marcus Casbeer 
22 Debbie Gilman 
26 Greg Conrad 
27 Barb Pierson 
29 Hal Edington 
29 John Fisher 
 

Bridge Builder 
 

An old man going a lone highway 
Came at the evening cold and gray  
To a chasm vast and deep and wide  

Through which was flowing a sullen tide.  
 

The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
The sullen stream had no fears for him,  

But he turned when safe on the other side  
And built a bridge to span the tide.  

 
"Old man," said a fellow pilgrim near 

"You are wasting your strength with building here;  
Your journey will end with the ending day,  

You never again will pass this way,  
You've crossed the chasm deep and wide, 
Why build you this bridge at eventide?"  

 
The builder lifted his old gray head,  

"Good Friend, in the path I have come," he said,  
"There followeth after me today  

A youth whose feet must pass this way  
This chasm which has been as naught to me  
To that fair-haired youth might a pitfall be,  

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim  
Good Friend, I am building the bridge for him." 

 
Author - Will Allen Dromgoole (1860-1934) 

 
 

 

 


