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Dear Church Family,
C. H. Spurgeon, the nineteenth-century pastor of the Tabernacle Church in London was maybe the
greatest English-speaking preacher in the world in his time. His message was seeing the church live
out the message of Jesus to the fatherless.
Orphanages in the days that Spurgeon lived were nothing more than buildings that looked like a
warehouse and the conditions in those warehouses were hardly livable at best. What Charles
Spurgeon accomplished along with his colleague George Muller was incredible. They founded a
Christian charity with a promise that the love of God and His followers for every child would be the
sole purpose for the charity.
The story is told that Spurgeon was leaving one of the orphanages founded by Tabernacle Church
when he was approached by an atheist who demanded Spurgeon provide proof of the existence of
God. Spurgeon stopped for a moment, thought about the demand as he looked back at the orphans
in the orphanage and paraphrased Elijah when he said, “The God that answers by orphanages, let
him be Lord.”
I thought about this as we were in our Lay Pastor class today. The purpose of the church is to equip
the saints to do the work of God. Equipping is one thing (we can do that) but the first step is a
willingness to be equipped. The second thing we saw today is that the community will not come to
the church until the church goes to the community, we go, they come it’s a simple premise. We call
them, they respond. You are the greatest (and only) resource the church has to exercise your gifts
and talents to the world.
Communities cannot be Healthy (Without the Church as Salt and Light). The church has something
to say to the community about being community - we must model it. The church is to the community
as the soul is to the body – it becomes a civilizing effect in the community. Churches cannot be
healthy unless they are equipping people to live out their God mission. Unless they get weekly pulpit
challenges like this-"What are you going to do about it?" This is why I end a message with what we
can do to change our lives to a positive effect. Then we need empowered people to serve radically;
equipping them with church resources; challenging them to be on the edge. Will you join in?
Pastor Larry

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
!
Sunday School
9:15 – 10:00
(For All Ages)

!
Fellowship
10:00 – 10:30
!
Church Service
10:30
(Children’s Church 1st & 2nd
Sunday’s during summer)

!
Thursday Service
Praise Music
&
Message
7:00 p.m.

MONTHLY MEETINGS
!
United Methodist
Women
Second Tuesday of the month
@ 10:00 a.m.

!
Trustees – Nurture &
Missions
First Tuesday of the month
@ 6:30 p.m.

!
Church Council
Second Monday of odd months

@ 7:00 p.m.

!
United Methodist Men
Last Saturday of the month
@ 9:00 a.m.

Please send your e-mail address
to emily.fs.adams@gmail.com if
you would prefer to receive your
issue of The Ross Community
United
Methodist
Church
Newsletter by e-mail.

COMMUNION

CONTACTS
Pastor:
Rev. Larry Gallaher
Church Office:
Emily Adams

513-443-4866
513-868-2923
emily.fs.adams@gmail.com

Lay Leader:
Jim Rechel
513-521-5223
Church Council:
Phil Brown
513-868-2338
Pastor Parish Chair:
Brenda Brown
513-868-2338
Trustees:
Wayne Estep
513-896-5851
Sunday School Superintendant:
Sandy Hogeback
812-593-2984
Nursery Attendant: (Ages birth through four years)
Robin Montgomery
513-892-2295
Prayer Chain:
Vicky Foster
513-738-3748
Newsletter:
Phil Brown
513-868-2338
Visit the Ross Community United Methodist
Church web page at: http://www.rossumc.org/

Prayer Chain
To have someone placed on the
Prayer Chain please call Vicky Foster
at 513-738-3749 or email
vfoster@zoomtown.com.

If you are home bound
and would like to
receive
communion
please
contact
the
church office at (513)
868-2923. Rev Larry
Gallaher will return
your call.

“Prayer Shawl
Ministry”
Please
spread
the
word: ------If anyone has a
family member, friend, etc.
that is gravely ill, please let
me know in the Sunday
service, or email me at
www.carolfarmer90@yaho
o.com. Also contact me for
more information.
This
program
is
100%
voluntary, and the Church
has not spent a penny. We
can
also
use
more
volunteers. Have a great
day in the Lord.
Submitted by Carol Farmer

If you wish to be added to the Prayer Chain
send Vicky your email address.

Altar Flowers
If you would like to place flowers on the altar in
memory or in honor of someone, please contact
Debbie Gilman at dgilman22@gmail.com

Office: Emily Adams, Administrative Assistant: Office hours 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday; 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Wednesday.
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16 Paul & Debbie Gilman
19 Don & Barb Rechel
02
02
04
05
10
12
14
16
17
19
20
20
25
29

Leroy Singleton
Mae Prentice
U.S. of America
Leslie Fisher
Bud Kottman
Debbie Flannery
Maggie Schoepf
Jim Lynch
Sara Winsted
Phil Brown
Jeremy Winsted
David Rheinfrank
Jill Foxx
Brenda Oliver

Worship Leaders
July

2
9
16
23
30

August

Sunday
Greg Conrad
Roger Creasy
Jim Rechel
Nancy Beckman
Debbie Gilman

6
13
20
27

Sunday
Debbie Kunick
Tom Bevington
Tim Zecher
Chip Schoepf

RCUMC Food
Pantry
Our current food pantry needs
are for canned meat, canned
green vegetables and cereal.
Other non-perishable food
items are welcome as well.

Notes from the Office
Remember to pick up your June-August copy of the newest Our Daily
Bread devotional booklet from the rack in the narthex. Then make it a habit to
spend a few moments each morning reading the inspiring messages. It’s a
great investment of time to start your day on a hopeful and faithful footing.
Pastor Larry brought back several interesting reports from Annual Conference
last month. If you’d like to review them, they’re available on the round table
near the restrooms.

FIESTA DINNER & CONCERT
Event Date Change
Linda Kunick’s Fiesta Dinner and
Concert fundraiser, for her
mission trip to Nicaragua, has
been rescheduled to Saturday,
August 5, 2017. Dinner will be
at 6:30 p.m. with the concert to follow the meal. If anyone
wishes to contribute their God given talents for entertainment
please let Linda or Debbie Kunick know. If you have any further
questions please contact Linda or Debbie at 513-490-0381 or
email to djkljkbutterfly@gmail.com.
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Church Family Picnic
Mark your calendars
for September 24,
2017 for our annual
church family picnic
at the Carl Dozier
Memorial
Park,
National Association
of Letter Carriers,
Branch 426 at 3727
Hamilton Richmond
Road, Hamilton, OH.
More information will be
forthcoming in the future.

The Story of the Fourth of July
The Declaration of Independence
We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776, as a day that
represents the Declaration of Independence and the birth of the United States of America as an independent nation.
But July 4, 1776 wasn't the day that the Continental Congress decided to declare independence (they did that on July
2, 1776).
It wasn’t the day we started the American Revolution either (that had happened back in April 1775).
And it wasn't the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of the Declaration of Independence (that was in June
1776). Or the date on which the Declaration was delivered to Great Britain (that didn't happen until November
1776). Or the date it was signed (that was August 2, 1776).

So what did happen on July 4, 1776?
The Continental Congress approved the final wording of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. They'd
been working on it for a couple of days after the draft was submitted on July 2nd and finally agreed on all of the
edits and changes.
July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declaration of Independence, and the fancy handwritten copy
that was signed in August (the copy now displayed at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.) It’s also the date
that was printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, the original printed copies of the Declaration that were circulated
throughout the new nation. So when people thought of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 was the date
they remembered.
In contrast, we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17th of each year, the anniversary of the date the
Constitution was signed, not the anniversary of the date it was approved. If we’d followed this same approach for the
Declaration of Independence we’d being celebrating Independence Day on August 2nd of each year, the day the
Declaration of Independence was signed!

How did the Fourth of July become a national holiday?
For the first 15 or 20 years after the Declaration was written, people didn’t celebrate it much on any date. It was too
new and too much else was happening in the young nation. By the 1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the
Declaration had become controversial. One party, the Democratic-Republicans, admired Jefferson and the
Declaration. But the other party, the Federalists, thought the Declaration was too French and too anti-British, which
went against their current policies.
By 1817, John Adams complained in a letter that America seemed uninterested in its past. But that would soon
change.
After the War of 1812, the Federalist party began to come apart and the new parties of the 1820s and 1830s all
considered themselves inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration
began to circulate again, all with the date July 4, 1776, listed at the top. The deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams on July 4, 1826, may even have helped to promote the idea of July 4 as an important date to be celebrated.
Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as the years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years
after the Declaration was written, Congress first declared July 4 to be a national holiday as part of a bill to officially
recognize several holidays, including Christmas. Further legislation about national holidays, including July 4, was
passed in 1939 and 1941.

(Copied from https://www.constitutionfacts.com/us-declaration-of-independence/fourth-of-july/)
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