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Pastor Kyle McNeely

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 NIV
SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
9:30 – 10:15
Sunday School for
Adults
10:15 – 10:30
Fellowship
10:30
Church Service
Children’s Sunday School
during Church Service

Monthly Meetings
U.M. Women:

Second Tuesday of the
month @ 10:00 am

Trustees, Nurture
& Missions
Committees:
Second Wednesday of
the month @ 6:30 pm

Administrative
Council:
Second Thursday of the
month @ 7:00 pm

U.M. Men
Last Saturday of the
month @ 8:00 am

THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS
All of us know what it is to walk in darkness at some time in our lives.
Darkness comes in many forms loneliness, pain, grief, confusion and
heartache. All these emotions seem to be intensified at Christmas. It is no
accident that Christmas falls just after the shortest day of our year.
December 21st, known as the winter solstice, is usually the shortest day of the year because
the sun is shining directly on the Tropic of Capricorn, meaning that it is the day that we
receive the least amount of direct sunlight. But, at the darkest time of the year, our world
turns a corner. From Christmas on, our days will get longer. There will be a little more
sunlight each day. Christmas reminds us that light is coming into our world, in a physical
sense as well as a spiritual one!
The shepherds out on a Judean hillside knew about darkness in a way that city dwellers,
particularly modern city dwellers cannot. There was no artificial lighting in their world. The
only light came from the stars above. So you can imagine how startled they were to be
suddenly surrounded by a great light. Luke tells us an angel appeared to them and the glory
of the Lord shone around them. The glory of the Lord is a wonderful thing, but when you are
not expecting it, it must have seemed like an alien invasion. Luke tells us the shepherds were
terrified. They had never experienced light like this.

I wonder what I would have heard had I been there that night. It is a question that annually
haunts me. Would I have heard the choirs of angels singing or simply the sounds of barnyard
animals shifting? Would I have seen the star in the sky that night or simply two poor and
very frightened kids? Would I have understood the hushed silence of the divine presence, or
simply the chill of a cold east wind? Would I have understood the message of Emmanuel, God
with us, or would the divine implications of that evening have passed me by?
I am convinced that had two people been there that night in Bethlehem it is quite possible
that they could have heard and seen two entirely different scenes. I believe this because all of
life is this way. God never presents Himself in revelation in a manner in which we are forced
to believe. We are always left with an option, for that is God's way. Thus, one person can say
"It’s a miracle, while another says "It's coincidence."
Certainly very few people in Palestine saw and heard and understood what took place that
night. The choirs of angels singing were drowned out by the haggling and trading going on in
the Jerusalem bazaar. There was a bright star in the sky but the only ones apparently to pay
(Continued on page 2)
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attention to it were pagan astrologers from the East. If
anyone did see Mary and Joseph on that most fateful night,
they were too preoccupied with their own problems to offer
any assistance.
You see, what we see and what we hear in life depends not
upon the events but rather who we are as people. It's not
what is out there but what is inside of us. Oh, you say, had I
been there at Bethlehem that night I would have seen. I
would have understood. Would you? There is one way of
knowing: ask yourself what you saw this Christmas Season.
When you watch the 6:00 news did you see chaos and strife,
or did you see sheep without a Shepherd? When you went
out to do your shopping did you see only hordes of people in
the stores or did you notice the worried expressions on
some of their faces? Worried because they are facing this
Christmas without employment and they don't know how
they are going to make ends meet.
And ask yourself what you heard this Christmas? Did you
hear only the blasts of music and carols, or did you hear the
silent sighs of the lonely and the bereaved who may be
dreading Christmas because it accentuates their loneliness?
And in the midst of the sounds of honking horns and people
arguing over parking places, did you hear the feint sound of
laughter that will be coming from downtown because you
furnished toys for poor children?

-Submitted by Jim Rechel

The power of an extended hand, an open heart, and a smile
can warm the lives of those to whom they are
extended. Like a ray of sunshine piercing through the
clouds after a late winter snowstorm, Nancy Beckman has
poured her rays of love into the lives of many through The
Sharing Closet.
If you ever wondered if you can make a difference, look to
Nancy for inspiration. With the Holy Spirit whispering in her
ear whenever she sees someone in need, she leaps into
action. She started small, buying new items whenever she
saw them on sale, and then stashed them in the garage
awaiting the call for help. Starting with one small step that
Neil Armstrong would envy, she made one giant leap to
serve individuals whose lives seldom experience the warm
glow of wearing a new sweater, or the feel of boots they
can call their own.
A few short years later, The Sharing Closet has grown to be
a point of light, shining its warmth on families over and
over.

Nancy epitomizes the words of Jesus found in Mathew 25:

If you did in fact hear the cry from the lonely, the laughter of
poor children, if you saw the sheep without a shepherd, then
you might just have seen the events that took place in
Bethlehem that night.

‘For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited
me, I was in prison and you came to me.’

One of my favorite annual Christmas television specials for
me is the Charlie Brown Christmas. I hope you see it this
year. In this special Charlie Brown directs a Christmas play
and hunts for the perfect tree, and Linus expounds on the
true meaning of Christmas. When the special was first
shown, the producers at CBS were concerned that the use of
actual Bible quotes in the special would turn off viewers.
How could we let religion intrude into a Christmas special?
But Peanuts creator Charles Schulz was insistent. So Linus
recites from the book of Luke during the show. Here was
something I hope you notice in the show. Linus, who was

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome
you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you
sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.’

famously attached to his security blanket, lets go of it when
he tells the story of Jesus’ birth.
And why shouldn’t he? Here is our security. Here is our
peace, our hope and our joy. God has come into our world in
the babe of Bethlehem. Why shouldn’t we sing for joy on
this night of nights? Something very special happened in
our world over two thousand years ago. A baby was born to
a humble couple, a baby who makes it possible for us to
know and to love God. It doesn’t get any better than that. 2
Joy to the World. The Lord has indeed come. Amen.

Nancy started with a smile, an open heart, and an extended
hand. Not unlike the many others in our church who look
for ways to serve the many needs of those in our church
and community! May God bless those with extended hands
and warm smiles.

Sermons on Tape

Sunday service tapes are on
the table in the narthex and
are free of charge. If anyone
would like a tape of a
particular service, just let Marcus or Beth Casbeer
know and they will be glad to make you one.

The annual women’s Christmas dinner will
be held Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 6:00
p.m. at the church. The cost is $12.00 per
person and you have a choice of a vegetable
lasagna dinner with tossed salad and rolls or
a ham dinner with green beans, au gratin
potatoes, tossed salad and rolls. We also will
have an assortment of delicious desserts!
You are asked to bring a Christmas ornament
to exchange and your Secret Sister gift if you
participated this past year. Reservations
must be in by Sunday, December 2, 2012. We
hope all of the women of the church will
come to this annual event!

The choir would like to thank you again for your
support in the annual Nut Sale. There is a variety of
nuts and snacks available and we will continue to sell
them each Sunday after church.
We are looking forward to singing the traditional
Christmas hymns as well as new and familiar songs
through the season of Advent. We are also looking
forward to our Christmas Eve service, which will
include the children as part of our anthem. Please
contact Lori Campbell or me with any questions,
practice times and the music.

UMW members will meet Monday, December
10, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. at the church to
decorate.

May the anticipation of celebrating the birth of our
Lord and Savior bring a sense of peace and blessing to
each one of you.
"This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds watch
and angels sing"

College scholarship applications are now out
in the narthex for anyone in our church who
will attend college or any form of higher
education during the 2012-2013 school year.
If you know of anyone who plans to go to
college next year, please encourage them to
apply.

Sally Rechel
Choir Director

Thank you to all who contributed to the
college student/military gift boxes. They
now have been mailed and already we have
received one thank you note.
UMW will meet in January on Tuesday,
January 8, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at the church.
Submitted by: Beth Casbeer

NOTICE
HEARING ASSITANCE
Auditory assistance devices are available for
worship services. Contact Assistant Lay Leader
Leroy Singleton for more information.
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Continuing prayers for the vision of Ross
Community United Methodist Church, Pastor
Kyle and Karen, Pastor Grant
and Ann, Bev Papet, our
President, our nation and our
military personnel, Gary
Brown (due to ongoing heart
problems), Vicki Hilton, Mary
Bliton, Dorothy Gard, Steve
and Linda Jacobs, Donna
Montang (who has a brain
tumor), Jake Phelps and
family,
Jo
and
Randy
Anderson’s great grandson Tyson and family,
Zack Brockman (7 year old son of a co-worker of
Brenda Brown’s), Peggy Nauman
and family,
Annette Hegner
(ongoing health issues), and Anna
George (Millie Singleton’s mother).

-Submitted by Judy Kottman,
Chairperson

During The Thanksgiving season, we were able to help five needy Ross families. Each family was given a complete turkey dinner
with all the trimmings. They received the dinners with much happiness and were very grateful to our Church. The Inner City
Children’s Fund financed one of these families.

Poinsettias
If anyone missed the Poinsettia sale, please let us know a.s.a.p. They are $11.00 each and you may order red or white. They
will be displayed around the Altar December 16 thru Christmas Eve. You may take your poinsettia home following the
Christmas Eve Services. Thank you for helping us adorn our church in celebration of Jesus birth.

Operation Magi
This year has seen the need to expand our community outreach. Our angel tree is/was the kindling that has started a fire of
greater proportion. Already this school year we have had requests for help from over seventeen families directed to us
through the school system. Together with the Inner City Children’s Fund (privately funded but overseen by RCUMC) our goal is
to bring a small portion of happiness to a larger portion of people.

What can you do? We are in need of shoppers to provide two gifts not to exceed $20.00 and return them wrapped and marked
for the recipient by December 20. If you do not care to shop we will gladly shop for you. Please see Nancy Beckman, Linda
Estep or Judy Kottman following Sunday Service for a list of items.
On December 23 following Sunday Service we will meet for a celebration and final wrapping party. We will enjoy a light lunch,
wrap items supplied by the ICCF; that is, a blanket, filled stocking, new undergarments and a gift of food for several days.
We will then load each separate family’s gifts into separate sleighs disguised as cars and trucks and deliver them with smiles
and hugs. You may help in one or all of the activities to carry out this mission.

Treasurer's Report
Financial Status as of 11/04/12
Cash Assets:
General Operating Fund
Building Fund
Choir Robe Fund
Heifer Fund
Savings
Memorial Fund
Missions Fund
Inner City Children's Fund
Youth Fund
Total Assets
General Operating Fund:
Average monthly offering
Average monthly expenses

- Debbie Gilman, Treasurer

$39,406
430
(194)
130
23,196
1,131
3,869
3,230
3,176
$74,372

$8,933
$8,314
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2
9
16
23
30
6
13
20
27
3
10

December
Dick & Anita Massey
Don & Barb Rechel
Steve & Carol Skinner
Debbie Gilman & Lois Lynch
Bill & Brenda Oliver
January
Phil & Brenda Brown
Roger & Judy Creasy
Glen Renner & Jim Rechel
Wayne & Linda Estep
February
Butch & Trey Foster
Jerry & Betty Merz

ANNIVERSARIES
December
December
3
3
5
11
15
23
28

20

Justin Merz
Keith Mabis
Owen Bressler
Kyle McNeely
Bill Oliver
Kae Parrott
Beth Casbeer

21
30

60-Years
Don & Annette Hegner
55-Years
Randy & Jo Anderson
52-Years
Marcus & Beth Casbeer

January
1
6
8
12
12
14
14
16
16
26
26
29
30
31

Andy Botting
James Ratliff
LeRoy Hogeback
Reva Denny
Lisa Edington
Mary Bliton
Beverly Papet
Ruby Landis
Bill Prentice
Judy Kottman
Mike Ratliff
Scott Bressler
Aileen Wynn
Brenda Brown

January
2
20

58-Years
Earl & Winnie Whirls
61-Years
Jerry & Betty Merz

INFORMATION CORNER
Marcus and Beth Casbeer will take
communion to anyone who wishes to
receive it. Just let them know at church
or call them at 756-0115.
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Pastor: Kyle McNeely
513-984-2508
Lay Leader: Marcus Casbeer
Assistant Lay Leader: Leroy Singleton
Pianists: Lori Campbell & Craig Eppich
Praise and Worship Leader: Joan Daugherty
Choir Director: Sally Rechel
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery
(Ages birth through four years old)
Prayer Chain: Beth Casbeer 756-0115
Newsletter: (interim) Phil Brown 868-2338
prbrown719@gmail.com
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