
 

SUNDAY 
MORNING 
SCHEDULE 

 
9:30 – 10:15 

Sunday School for 
Adults 

 
10:15 – 10:30 

Fellowship 
 

10:30 
Church Service 

 
Children’s Sunday School 

during Church Service 

 
Monthly Meetings 

 
U.M. Women: 

Second Tuesday of the 
month @ 10:00 am 

 
Trustees, Nurture & 

Missions 
Committees: 

Second Wednesday of the 
month @ 6:30 pm 

 
Administrative 

Council: 
Second Thursday of the 

month @ 6:30 pm 
 

U.M. Men 
Last Saturday of the 
month @ 8:00 am 

 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 NIV 

FAITH, HOPE and LOVE 
The Ross Community United Methodist Church 
2943 Hamilton Cleves Road, Hamilton, Ohio 45013 
Pastor Grant Montgomery 

April / May 
2012 

 
Dear Friend, 
 
 One thing great golfers must master and instill in their minds and train their 
muscles to remember is the importance of “follow-through.”  It is not just a matter of 
getting the swing right and hitting the ball.  It’s the follow-through after hitting the ball . . . 
when the ball is on its way.  Concentrate on the follow-through and you can excel at 
golfing. 
 
 Resurrection thinking is like that.  It is not just focusing on this life alone but 
thinking about the importance of the next life.  The next life is our follow-through.  Get 
that right and you get the abundant life thrown in!  C.S. Lewis said, “Aim at heaven and 
you get earth thrown in.  Aim at earth and you get neither heaven nor earth.” 
 
 Paul speaks of this follow-through to the Corinthian church, a church that was 
undergoing some very serious challenges in a very pagan world.  Some had begun to doubt 
the resurrection.  Remember this, Paul said, that after Jesus’ death he appeared to his 
disciples, and to over 500 people at one time . . . some who were in the Corinthian church; 
and last of all he appeared to him.  Because of this, “death has been swallowed up in 
victory.”  Its sting and power had been defeated.  Beyond this life “this mortality will put 
on immortality,” that this “natural body” will be given a “spiritual body.” 
 
 Get the follow-through right and then Paul says, “therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing your labor 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 
 
 Faith in the resurrection releases us to live life now!  It feeds back into our lives 
purpose, meaning, strength, determination, optimism, and hope. 
 
 That’s a follow-through faith!  HAVE A WONDERFUL EASTER! 
 
Pastor Grant   
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Taylor	   gave	   me	   a	   book	   for	   Christmas	  
titled	   "No	   Turning	   Back",	   an	  
autobiography	  about	  Bryan	  Anderson,	  an	  
Iraq	  war	  veteran	  who	  was	  the	  victim	  of	  
a	  roadside	  explosive	  that	  destroyed	  his	  
Humvee,	   and	   made	   him	   only	   the	   fourth	  
triple	  amputee	  to	  survive	  his	  injuries.	  

	  
I	   thought	   about	   Anderson's	   story	   as	   Pastor	   Montgomery	   included	   a	   reference	   to	   the	  
strength	  and	  unending	  love	  his	  mother	  had	  for	  her	  children	  in	  the	  message	  he	  delivered	  
on	  Palm	  Sunday.	  	  
	  
In	   the	   days	   after	   Anderson	   was	   injured,	   he	   was	   flown	   to	   Walter	   Reed	   Hospital	   for	  
treatment.	   	   A	   treatment	   that	   has	   been	   a	   long	   winding	   road,	   filled	   with	   pain,	   and	  
challenge,	  but	  made	  possible	  by	  the	  strength	  of	  those	  around	  him	  in	  the	  early	  months,	  
especially	  his	  mother.	  
	  
When	  she	  got	  the	  initial	  call	  from	  the	  Army	  that	  her	  son	  had	  lost	  both	  of	  his	  legs,	  
and	   one	   of	   his	   arms,	   she	   could	   not	   speak.	   	   She	   tried	   to	   tell	   her	   husband	   what	   had	  
happened	  while	  she	  was	  still	  on	  the	  phone,	  but	  she	  physically	  could	  not	  speak.	  
	  
The	  thought	  of	  her	  son	  losing	  his	  legs,	  and	  one	  of	  his	  arms	  was	  as	  Anderson	  describes	  
it,	  "as	  if	  the	  news	  had	  cut	  her	  heart	  out."	  
	  
That	  all	  changed	  when	  his	  entire	  family	  arrived	  in	  Washington	  DC.	  	  His	  mother	  became	  
the	   rock	   of	   the	   family,	   she	   stayed	   positive,	   never	   cried	   about	   his	   condition	   and	  
demanded	  the	  same	  of	  all	  the	  other	  visitors.	  	  She	  quit	  her	  job	  and	  stayed	  by	  his	  side	  
the	  next	  thirteen	  months	  as	  he	  battled	  to	  live	  and	  rehab.	  
	  
While	  the	  Grits	  and	  Grace	  monthly	  breakfasts	  are	  made	  up	  of	  the	  men	  of	  the	  church,	  
each	  of	  us	  knows	  that	  the	  love	  of	  a	  mother	  is	  the	  greatest	  of	  loves,	  that	  provides	  the	  
foundation	  for	  God's	  love	  to	  flow	  throughout	  her	  family.	  
	  
With	  Mother's	  Day	  next	  month,	  it	  is	  important	  to	  remember	  that	  Mother's	  Day	  is	  the	  day	  
set	  aside	  to	  say	  thanks	  for	  the	  364	  days	  that	  preceded	  it.	  	  	  
	  
Thanks	  Mom	  for	  your	  love,	  support	  and	  for	  always	  being	  there,	  and	  for	  always	  caring	  
for	  us	  over	  yourself.	  	  	  
	  
Join	  us	  for	  the	  next	  Grits	  and	  Grace	  on	  April	  28th!	  
 

 

!

-submitted by Jim Rechel 

Marcus and Beth Casbeer will take 
communion to anyone who wants it.  Just 
let them know at church or call them at 
756-0115 
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ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH: 
 
Please reserve Tuesday, May 8, 2012, when the Ross 
Community UMW will host the annual Mother-Daughter 
Banquet at 6:00pm at the church.  Theresa Cornett will talk with 
us about the history of basket making and will share her basket 
weaving skills.  She will let us try our hand at weaving as well 
as having some of her baskets to sell.  This promises to be an 
evening of fun, fellowship and good food!  So bring your 
mothers, daughters, grandmothers, aunts, nieces or any friends!  
Remember, though, you do not have to bring anyone to come 

yourself and join in the festivities.  Reservation forms will soon be in the Sunday bulletins. 
 
UMW will meet next on Tuesday, April 10, 2012, at 10:00am at the church.  All women are invited to attend.  We 
enjoy refreshments, discussion, fellowship and a business / planning session.  In April we shall be finalizing our 
plans for the Mother-Daughter Banquet. 
 
Our May meeting will be Monday, May 7th, when we decorate for the banquet. 
Hope to see you at the April meeting and at the banquet! 
 
In Christ’s love, 
Beth Casbeer 
 
 

 

April 
 
2 Steve Dykes 
4 Craig Eppich 
4 Taylor Rechel 
5 Helen Burch 
21 Ken Pierson 
23 Danielle Ratliff 

May 
 
2 Kyle Rheinfrank 
4 Glenn Renner 
7 Betty Merz 
9 Carolyn Foster 
11 Winnie Whirls 
11 Linda Wright 
14 Nicole Eppich 
18 Helen Gambrell 
19 Brenda Huber 
20 Del Foster 
21 Grant Montgomery 
26 James Brown 
26 Karol Schaefer 
27 Micky Eppich  
27 Spencer Dreske 
29 Zak Edington 

ANNIVERSARIES 

April 
 
15 Grant & Ann Montgomery 
23 Jim & Donna Houk 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
May 

 
3 John & Danielle Fisher 
21 Del & Carolyn Foster 
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HAPPY EASTER 
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April 8  Dick & Anita Massey 
April 15  Don & Barb Rechel 
April 22  Steve & Carol Skinner 
April 29  Debbie & Marie Gilman 
 
May 6  Bill & Brenda Oliver 
May 13  Phil & Brenda Brown 
May 20  Roger & Judy Creasy 
May 27  Glen Renner & Jim Rechel 
 
June 3  Wayne & Linda Estep  
June 10  Steve & Linda Jacobs 
June 17  Jerry & Betty Merz 
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Trustees Report 
 

I am pleased to announce that the renovation of our church is close to completion.  The carpeting is scheduled to be installed the 
1st of May and new lighting is also scheduled for that date.  At this writing there remain the two offices to be painted and one 
restroom to have tile installed.   
 
Trustees were able to save the church $4,000 by installing the tile floors in all three bathrooms. There is also untold savings by 
the men painting the rooms in our church. The dedication and support of the people in this church for the renovation project is 
almost heroic. 
 
We have taken a leap of faith to bring the cleaning of our church back in-house by dismissing our cleaning service provider.  
The Trustee Committee has accepted the responsibility of this new task and Ad Council has approved it.  Savings for in-house 
cleaning amounts to $5,120 per year.   Due to his experience in this field, I have asked Steve Jacobs to prepare a schedule for 
this new task.  This schedule will be announced in the coming weeks. Anyone wishing to be a part of this new team please 
contact Steve or Bud.  
 
Bud Kottman, Trustee Chairman 

 
 
Holy Week and Easter Events 
 
April 5, Maundy Thursday Service will be held at 7:00 p.m.   Communion will be served. 
 
Easter Sunday – April 8  
8:00 a.m.    Easter Sunrise Service                                                                                                                                                       
8:45 a.m.    Easter Breakfast prepared and served by the men of our church.         
9:45 a.m.    Easter Egg Hunt                                                                                                                                                   
10:30 a.m.  Easter Service   There will be no coffee hour following this service.  Please enjoy the day with                           
       family and friends.   You are welcome to pick up your Easter Lilly following the 10:30 a.m.                   
       Service. 
 
Yard/Craft Sale   
 
We’re hosting a yard/craft sale on Saturday, May 12 (rain date: Saturday, May 19) from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and we’re 
inviting you, your families and the community to join us.  Spaces are available to rent ($10.00 each).   If you do not wish to have 
your own sale and you have some items in good repair and sellable you might like to donate for the church sale; we ask that you 
bring them to us April 29 or later.   You may contact Nancy Beckman or Judy Kottman or call 513-588-0027, leave a message 
and we will return your call as soon as possible.    Needless to mention we will need volunteers to help with this event and you 
may sign up during coffee hour.   The proceeds from this event will be divided among missions, community and church 
activities.  We would appreciate your support. 
 
Coffee Hour Bakers 
 
We are in need of volunteers to sign up for baked good contributions for coffee hour.  Please see the sheet in the coffee hour 
area following church. 
 
Pastor Montgomery’s Retirement Celebration Event Schedule 
It seems a lot longer than we realize, but the time will be here before we know.  Please mark your calendar’s so you may 
participate in the events planned in celebration of his retirement. 
 
Saturday, June 23   Banquet and Celebration.  Everyone invited.   More information will come as the time draws nearer. 
Sunday, June 24      Pastor’s last service.  Mark Montgomery will be delivering the message on this Sunday.  A reception will 
                      follow the service.  We will have a need for additional baked items on this Sunday. 

Submitted by Judy Kottman 
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Continuing prayers for the vision of Ross Community 
United Methodist Church, Pastor Grant and Ann, Bev and 
Lloyd Papet, our President, our nation and our military 
personnel, Gary Brown (due to ongoing heart problems), 
Vicki Hilton, Mary Bliton, Dorothy Gard, Steve and 
Linda Jacobs, Donna Montang (who has a brain tumor), 
Jake Phelps and family, Jo and Randy Anderson’s great 
grandson Tyson and family, Zack Brockman (7 year old 
son of a co-worker of Brenda Brown’s), Peggy and Carl 
Nauman, Annette Hegner (ongoing 
health issues), Jason Johnson (Reba and 
Bob Burnette’s nephew who has a brain 
tumor). 

Financial Status as of 02/29/12  
    
Cash Assets:   
 General Operating Fund  $33,276  
 Building Fund  4,153  
 Choir Robe Fund  602  
 Heifer Fund  917  
 Savings   23,191  
 Memorial Fund  664  
 Missions Fund  4,226  
 Inner City Children's Fund  1,510  
 Youth Fund  3,176  
  Total Assets  $71,716  
    
General Operating Fund:  

Average monthly offering  $8,924  
Average monthly expenses  $7,173  

    
Building Fund - Renovation Update  

Initial Fund 
Balance   $4,200  

Donations 2011 & 2012  22,708  
Transfer from Memorial Fund  10,000  
Renovation 

Expenses   (32,755) 
Volunteer Labor   Priceless!  
Remaining Fund Balance  $4,153  
    
    

  -  Debbie Gilman, Treasurer 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

INFORMATION CORNER 
 
Pastor: Grant Montgomery    867-9284 
Lay Leader: Marcus Casbeer 
Assistant Lay Leader: Leroy Singleton 
Pianists: Lori Campbell & Craig Eppich 
Praise and Worship Leader: Joan Daugherty 
Choir Director: Sally Rechel 
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery 
                   (Ages birth through four years old) 
Prayer Chain: Beth Casbeer    756-0115 
Newsletter:  (interim) Phil Brown   868-2338 
                                      prbrown719@gmail.com 

Visit RCUMC web page for a color version of this newsletter.   http://www.rosscommunitymethodistchurch.org 

Sermons on Tape 
 

Sunday service tapes are on the table 
in the narthex and are free of charge.  
If anyone would like a tape of a 
particular service, just let Marcus or 
Beth Casbeer know and they will be 
glad to make you one. 

NOTICE 
HEARING ASSITANCE 

Auditory assistance devices are available 
for worship services.  Contact Assistant 
Lay Leader LeRoy Singleton for more 
information. 
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