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Pastor Grant Montgomery

Dear Friends,
Here is an article that reminds me of our church. Read it and see if you agree. It is written by
Dr. Fred Craddock shortly before he retired as Professor of Homiletics of Chandler School of
Theology at Emory University. It’s about an unforgettable personal story from his life.
“When I was growing up in north Tennessee, my father did not go to church. He was at home
fussing about lunch being late on Sunday. Once in a while the pastor would come by and try to talk
to him but he was kind of rough on the minister.
It embarrassed my mother. She would stay in the kitchen and cry. Once in a while during the
summer, when we were having a revival, the guest evangelist would come along with the pastor, and
the pastor would say in so many words about my father, ‘Here is a toughie, sic him.’
My father would always respond, ‘You don’t care about me. You just want another member,
another pledge.’ I guess I heard him say, ‘You don’t care about me,’ a thousand times.
One time he didn’t say it. He was in the Veterans’ Hospital. I rushed across the country to
see him. He was down to 74 pounds. They had taken out his throat, but they said it was too late. All
that radium stuff had burned him to pieces. They put in a tube so that he could breathe, but he
couldn’t speak.
I looked around the room. In the windows and on the tables there were cut flowers and potted
plants. Even that little table they had to swing out over your bed to put food on had flowers on it.
He couldn’t eat. I looked at the little cards sprinkled in all the flowers. Every one of them, the
flowers and the deep stack of cards beside the flowers, came from persons and groups within the
church – Sunday school classes, prayer groups, and youth.
He saw me look at those cards. He took a pencil and wrote on the side of the Kleenex box a
line from Hamlet. ‘In this harsh world, draw your breath in pain to tell my story.’ I asked, ‘What’s
your story, Dad? ….and he wrote a confession, I was wrong.’”
I know this story has touched your heart as it has mine.
Blessings,
Grant

-submitted by Jim Rechel

Thirty years ago a man traveled from Selma, Alabama to Houston, Texas for experimental
cancer treatment. It was a trip whose outcome was unknown, as it was possible that he would die
trying to live, as the scheduled treatments were untried and his cancer extremely advanced.
Struggling with a secret of his involvement in immoral and illegal business practices at the company
for whom he worked, he faced his impending treatment the night before, laying in a hospital bed
thinking about death, his journey to eternal life, and how God would judge him and his life. It was a
moment that changed his life.
He asked his wife to buy a tape recorder and bring it back to him. She left the room late at night, but
was able to return with a tape recorder. She sat in stunned silence next to his bed and listened to her
husband confess his sins, detailing all of the criminal activity he observed and participated in, but she
had never known of. He asked for forgiveness. He asked God to forgive him. He gave the tape to
his wife. The treatment didn’t work and he died not long after.
I know of this story only because the woman next to the bed that night, years later, provided me the
tape as part of a wide ranging fraud investigation, and I was reminded of it recently when a friend
asked me about the investigation.
While we will never know where he is spending eternal life, we know that God granted him
forgiveness. Not unlike the criminal hanging on the cross next to Jesus, who turned to Christ for
forgiveness just before his death, the quiet stillness of that hospital room was transformed to a
hillside in Calvary where it is never too late to turn to God.
Join the men on the last Saturday of each month from 8 am to 9:15 am for our Grits and Grace
Breakfast, where you can enjoy good food and good fellowship. It doesn’t matter if you don’t know
the books of the Old Testament or the books of the New Testament, it just matters that you want to
share fellowship with men on the same journey to learn about our faith. We look forward to seeing
you.

INFORMATION CORNER

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Pastor: Grant Montgomery 867-9284
Lay Leader: Marcus Casbeer
Assistant Lay Leader: Leroy Singleton
Pianists: Jeanine Biggs & Craig Eppich
Praise and Worship Leader: Joan Daugherty
Choir Director: Sally Rechel
Sunday School Superintendent:
Youth Director: Micky Eppich
Head Usher:
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery
(Ages birth through four years old)
Prayer Chain: Beth Casbeer 756-0115

First Wednesday of the month 7:00 pm
Trustees, Missions and Nurture Committees
First Thursday of the month
7:00 pm
Ad Council
Second Tuesday of the month 10:00 am
U.M. Woman
Second & Fourth Sundays
6 – 8 pm
Senior Youth (6th – 12th grades)
Last Saturday of the month
8:00 am
U.M. Men

Sermons on Tape
Sunday service tapes are on the table
in the narthex and are free of charge.
If anyone would like a tape of a
particular service, just let Marcus or
Beth Casbeer know and they will be
glad to make you one.

The RCUMC Newsletter has a new editor:
James Brown 709-9765
Travelingman1981@gmail.com
If 	
  you see our past editor, please thank him
for his dedication these past few years.
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Treasure’s Report $$$ = Debbie Gilman
Like many entities, our church must plan for the
future at a time when the economic future is murky
and unknown. What is known is that for our church
to continue to grow and serve the community, we
must expend funds for positions that in the past we
were able to fill with long time volunteers. We will
most likely have to
expend
monthly
allotments
for
staff
positions relating to the
pianist and a staff position
to address the growing
need for Youth Sunday
School and other related
programs. These are absolutely essential to address
the needs of growing families in our community.
Watch for a letter to be mailed in early February
outlining an undertaking to retire the mortgage on
the church and free up the $1,000.00 payment we
make each month to service the mortgage. While it
will be tough, the letter will detail the initiative. It
is a journey that requires faith, but is one we must
embark upon. Help us fill the sails as we sail into
the future.

Balances as of 12/31/09
Cash Assets:
General Operating Fund
Savings
Memorial
Fund
Missions
Fund
Youth Fund

$21,272
23,170

Mortgage

$19,586

11,362
5,001
1,097
$61,902

Liabilities:

Average monthly offering:
Average monthly expenses:

$8,663
8,138

I’m happy to report that despite the
economic downturn, our congregation
continued to give generously in 2009. Because
of the good stewardship and excellent
leadership of our church committees, we
operated within budget and were able to pay
our conference and district apportionment
obligations in full. We also collected $420 for
Heifer International this year with your
monthly birthday and anniversary donations.
Many thanks to all of you for your generosity
and service to our church. You help to make
my job as treasurer a pleasure.
May God continue to bless you throughout
the New Year.

Nurture Committee:
Join us for the Soup Supper preceding the Ash
Wednesday Service, February 17. Soup is served
at 6 pm. Please bring a pot of your special recipe
to be shared by all if time permits you to do so.
Beverages will be provided. We look forward to
seeing everyone there.

Marcus and Beth Casbeer will take
communion to anyone who wants it. Just let
them know at church or call them at 7560115

Ash Wednesday Worship Service follows at 7 pm
-submitted by Judy Kottman
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CONTINUING PRAYERS
Ross Community United Methodist Church,
Pastor Grant & Ann, our President, our nation,
our military personnel, Gary Brown, “Here I
Am Ministries”, June Brown, Vicki Hilton,
Mary Bliton, Dorothy Gard, Steve & Linda
Jacobs, Donna Montang, Jake Phelps & family,
Shelisa O’Conner, Randy & Jo Anderson &
family, Bev & Lloyd Papet, Ruby Landis &
family, Carl Sippel & family, Carl & Peggy
Nauman, Karol Schaefer, Peggy Czimbal,
Winnie Whirls & family, Family of Wanda
Courtney.

This
year
United
Methodist Women again
will be awarding a
scholarship to a young
person in our church who
is a high school senior
planning
to
attend
college (two or four year)
or who already is attending any institution of higher
education. Applications are available at the church
outside the sanctuary and are due no later than March
13, 2010. We encourage anyone eligible to apply.
We would like to thank everyone who participated in
the November Tri County Mall Magical Evening of
Giving. Those who bought wrist bands and went to
this special sale said they got some really good
bargains! We sold 53 wrist bands for a profit of $265.
This, plus several donations to the scholarship fund,
enables us to award this year’s scholarship without
having any other fund raiser until next fall. Thank
you!
UMW’s next meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 9th, at 10:00 am
at the church. We invite all women to join us for
refreshments, devotions, lively discussion and
fellowship.

BIRTHDAY
February
9
10
11
14
15
23
24
26
29

Jay Dreske
Eric Ornella
Korinne Rheinfrank
Jeannie Knose
Danielle Fisher
Alex Creighton
Joshua Strong
Heather Rheinfrank
Terry Merz

March
1
2
9
13
20
21
22
27
29

Tyler Jones
Denzel Burch
Morgan Eppich
Barb Rechel
Linda Estep
Dale Kelly
Debbie Gilman
Marcus Casbeer
Barb Pierson
John Fisher
Hal Edington

Questions? Feel free to see or call Beth Casbeer (7560115) or any UMW member.

ANNIVERSARIES

Beth Casbeer, President, UMW

February
19

Leroy & Sandy Hogeback

NOTICE
Alter Flowers:
If you would like to place flowers on the altar in
memory or in honor of someone, please see Kae Parrot for the date of
your choice and it will be announced in the church bulletin.
Heifer Project:
On the first Sunday of your birthday month and
anniversary, please place a donation in the milk bottle on the altar.
Food Pantry: Food and personal hygiene items are always needed.
Reminder: Please give your e-mail address to Beth Casbeer for the
Prayer Chain and Trudy Schreiner for the phone list.

SUNDAY	
  MORNING	
  SCHEDULE	
  
9:30 – 10:15
Sunday School for adults
10:15 – 10:30
Fellowship
10:30
Church Service
Children’s
Sunday
School during Church
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January 31

Lonnie & Kae Parrott

February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

Roger & Judy Creasy
Steve & Linda Jacobs
John & Danielle Fisher
Jerry & Betty Merz

March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

Don & Barb Rechel
Dick & Anita Massey
Tim Zecher & Carol Farmer
Debbie Gilman & Marie Gilman

April 4
April 11
April 18

Phil & Brenda Brown
Bill & Brenda Oliver
Glenn Renner & Jim Rechel

If you would like to be added to or deleted
from the Usher / Greeter list please contact
Lay Leader Marcus Casbeer.

