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Dear Church Family and Friends< 

I’ve been reading a book entitled Adapt or Die by Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Rick Lynch and it is a fascinating 
read. He says on the inside cover that “I believe in the power of individuals to change their 
circumstances, to change their environment, to change the course of their home life and 
workplaces, and to change for the better.” 

Those are some very powerful words for all of us to live by in our venture on this earth to serve the 
Lord. Far too many people are about change but they have no idea what change they need, want or 
what will help them as they grow in grace. Grace growth is what helps us deal with all elements of 
our lives. 

We all have the power to make changes in the things around us. Circumstances are events or facts 
that causes or helps to cause something to happen, typically something undesirable.  What is 
happening, by your choice, in your life that is having undesirable effect on you or those around you? 
Identify it; make a simple plan to change the pattern and then act. It may take will power and often 
a lot of it but change will occur. 

The key to what I believe Rick is saying is this; Life has choices and we make them. A choice to 
change is one thing we can make; don’t expect others to do it for you, it becomes your 
responsibility. It takes simple steps and plans to make changes.  

No matter whether it is “circumstances, environment, the course in our homes or a change for the 
better these work hand in hand to improve your lot in life and give you strength, faith and hope as 
you see changes coming. God can show us the need, maybe help inspire you to see the need for 
change but as human beings with the ability to makes choices it’s up to us to make the decision.  

However, I say this cautiously, change for change sake is not what I’m talking about. I am talking 
about “positive” change. Positive will grow your life, change you and make the effort worthwhile. 
This is what the Christian life is about making a positive change through Jesus to radically change 
us. He is what makes us different, that is radical change. 

God is good and good for us. 

Pastor Larry 
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COMMUNION	
	
If	you	are	home	bound	
and	 would	 like	 to	
receive	 communion	
please	 contact	 the	
church	 office	 at	 (513)	
868-2923.	 	 Rev	 Larry	
Gallaher	 will	 return	
your	call.		

“Prayer	Shawl	
Ministry”	

																								

Please	 spread	 the	
word:		------If	anyone	has	a	
family	member,	 friend,	 etc.	
that	is	gravely	ill,	please	let	
me	 know	 in	 the	 Sunday	
service,	 or	 email	 me	 at	
www.carolfarmer90@yaho
o.com.	 	Also	contact	me	for	
more	 information.	 	 This	
program	 is	 100%	
voluntary,	 and	 the	 Church	
has	not	spent	a	penny.	 	We	
can	 also	 use	 more	
volunteers.	 	 Have	 a	 great	
day	in	the	Lord.	

Submitted	by	Carol	Farmer	

Please	 send	 your	 e-mail	 address	
to	 emily.fs.adams@gmail.com	 if	
you	 would	 prefer	 to	 receive	 your	
issue	 of	 The	 Ross	 Community	
United	 Methodist	 Church	
Newsletter	by	e-mail.		
	

SUNDAY	MORNING	
SCHEDULE	

! 	
Sunday	School	
9:15	–	10:00	
(For	All	Ages)	

!	
Fellowship	
10:00	–	10:30	

!	
Church	Service	

10:30	
(Children’s	Church	1st	&	2nd	
Sunday’s	during	summer)	

!	
Thursday	Service	

Praise	Music	
&	

Message		
7:00	p.m.	

MONTHLY	MEETINGS	
! 	

United	Methodist	
Women	

Second	Tuesday	of	the	month	
@	10:00	a.m.	

!	
Trustees	–	Nurture	&	

Missions	
First	Tuesday	of	the	month	

	@	6:30	p.m.	
! 	

Church	Council	
Second	Monday	of	odd	months					

@	7:00	p.m.	
! 	

United	Methodist	Men	
Last	Saturday	of	the	month		

@	9:00	a.m.	

CONTACTS	
Pastor:			
Rev.	Larry	Gallaher							513-443-4866	
Church	Office:	
Emily	Adams	 	 513-868-2923	

emily.fs.adams@gmail.com	
Lay	Leader:			
Jim	Rechel	 	 513-521-5223	
Church	Council:	
Phil	Brown	 	 513-868-2338	
Pastor	Parish	Chair:	
Brenda	Brown	 	 513-868-2338	
Trustees:	
Wayne	Estep	 	 513-896-5851	
Sunday	School	Superintendant:	
Sandy	Hogeback	 812-593-2984	
Nursery	Attendant:	 (Ages	birth	through	four	years)	
Robin	Montgomery	 513-892-2295	
Prayer	Chain:		
Vicky	Foster		 	 513-738-3748	
Newsletter:			
Phil	Brown				 	 513-868-2338				
	

Visit	the	Ross	Community	United	Methodist	
Church	web	page	at:	http://www.rossumc.org/	

							Prayer	Chain	
To	have	someone	placed	on	the	

Prayer	Chain	please	call	Vicky	Foster	
at	513-738-3749	or	email	
vfoster@zoomtown.com.	

	
If	you	wish	to	be	added	to	the	Prayer	Chain	
send	Vicky	your	email	address.	

Altar	Flowers	
	
If	you	would	like	to	place	flowers	on	the	altar	in	
memory	or	in	honor	of	someone,	please	contact	
Debbie	Gilman	at	dgilman22@gmail.com	

Office:	Emily	Adams,	Administrative	Assistant:		Office	hours	9:30	a.m.	–	2:00	p.m.	
Tuesday	&	Thursday;	9:30	a.m.	–	12:30	p.m.	Wednesday.	
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Notes from the Office 
  

Please mark your calendar for the upcoming Campfire Night on Friday, June 9, 
starting at 6:30 pm. (More details coming soon.) 
  
We hope everyone will be able to attend church on Sunday, June 11 when we 
will recognize and honor our Ross H.S. graduates Brandon Armstrong and 
Melody Conrad, along with all the UMW scholarship recipients. The special 
church wide offering for Peace and Justice Sunday will also be received that 
day. 
  
On Tuesday, June 13 the UMW will gather for dinner at 6:30 pm at Gina’s 
Italian Kitchen, 1005 Eaton Ave. in Hamilton. UMW does not meet during 
July and August; meetings will resume on September 12 at 10:00 am at the 
church. 
  
Remember to pick up your June-August copy of the newest Our Daily Bread 
devotional booklet from the rack in the narthex. Then make it a habit to spend 
a few moments each morning reading the inspiring messages. It’s a great 
investment of time to start your day on a hopeful and faithful footing. 

Email	from	Venice	Presbyterian	Church	
	
We	want	to	thank	Jon	Stow	for	securing	a	booth	space	at	the	
Strawberry	 Festival	 in	 Shandon	on	 Saturday,	 June	 10th,	 from	
10am	to	5pm	for	RAMM.		We	are	 in	need	of	a	tent	to	shade	
our	table	and	a	few	coolers	to	hold	ice	and	water.	If	anyone	is	
able	to	provide	a	tent	and/or	coolers,	please	let	me	know	as	
soon	as	possible.		
		 We	 will	 be	 handing	 out	 RAMM	 brochures,	 ice-cold	 water,	
and	will	have	several	raffle	baskets	to	raise	funds.	Thank	you	
to	 Robyn	 Shupp	 from	 Macedonia	 Christian	 Church	 for	
pledging	a	raffle	basket.	If	anyone	else	can	help	provide	raffle	
items,	please	let	me	know.	
We	will	also	need	volunteers	to	work	the	booth	on	this	date.	
It	 is	 my	 hope	 we	 can	 have	 2	 to	 3	 volunteers	 at	 all	 times.	 I	
want	to	thank	the	following	people	for	pledging	their	time.	
		 	

1) Laurie	Kile		2pm-5pm	
2) Dave	and	Carole	Wheat	10am	to	2pm	

		
We	will	be	partnering	with	Ross	Community	United	
Methodist	Church	on	Saturday,	June	17th	for	a	rummage	
sale.	This	will	be	held	at	the	Ross	Schools	Administration	
Building	in	the	parking	lot.	We	are	in	need	of	household	
items	for	our	sale.	If	you	have	any	items	that	you	would	
like	to	donate,	please	drop	them	off	at	the	Ross	Schools	
Administration	Building	(parking	lot	on	right	side	of	
building)	on	Saturday,	June	3rd	and	June	10th	from	10am	
to	12pm.	We	will	also	be	accepting	children’s	clothing	
donations.	Please	be	sure	clothing	is	clean	and	in	good	
condition	and	preferably	on	hangars.	

If	anyone	has	any	questions,	suggestions	or	comments,	
Please	let	me	know.	

		
Have	a	blessed	day	
Debbie Schwab,	Administrative Assistant	
Venice Presbyterian Church 	
4244 Layhigh Road  P O Box 41 Ross, OH  45061	
phone:  (513)738-1317   fax:  (513)738-2060	
www.thevenicechurch.com	

Church	Family	Picnic	
	
Mark	 your	 calendars	
for	 September	 24,	
2017	 for	 our	 annual	
church	 family	 picnic	
at	 the	 Carl	 Dozier	
Memorial	 Park,	
National	 Association	
of	 Letter	 Carriers,	
Branch	 426	 at	 3727	
Hamilton	 Richmond	
Road,	Hamilton,	OH.	

More	information	will	be	forthcoming	in	the	future.	

RCUMC	Food	Pantry	
	
Our	 current	 food	 pantry	
needs	 are	 for	 canned	 meat,	
canned	green	vegetables	and	
cereal.		Other	non-perishable	
food	 items	 are	 welcome	 as	
well.	

FIESTA	DINNER	&	CONCERT	
Event	Date	Change	

	
Linda	 Kunick’s	 Fiesta	 Dinner	 and	 Concert	 fund	 raiser,	 for	 her	
mission	 trip	 to	Nicaragua,	 has	 been	 rescheduled	 to	Saturday,	
August	5,	2017.		Dinner	will	be	at	6:30	p.m.	with	the	concert	to	
follow	the	meal.	 	If	anyone	wishes	to	contribute	their	God	given	
talents	 for	 entertainment	 please	 let	 Linda	 or	 Debbie	 Kunick	
know.		If	you	have	any	further	questions	please	contact	Linda	or	
Debbie	at	513-490-0381	or	email	to	djkljkbutterfly@gmail.com.	



	 4	

Church	Administrative	Council	
Bi-monthly	Meeting	Minutes	

May	9,	2017	
	

Minutes	outlined.			
Full	minutes	are	posted	on	the	bulletin	board	in	church	office.	

	
Attending:	 	Brenda	Brown;	Phil	Brown;	Wayne	Estep;	Vicky	Foster;	
Larry	 Gallaher;	 Debbie	 Gilman;	 Jan	 Gump;	 Sandy	 Hogeback;	 Bill	
Oliver;	Brenda	Oliver;	Jim	Rechel;	Sally	Rechel.	
Absent:		Judy	Creasy;	Linda	Estep;	Debbie	Kunick;	Jim	Lynch;	Sharon	
Mortimer.	
	
"Devotional	&	opening	prayer	–	Phil	Brown	
"Meeting	called	to	order	
"Motion	 (Jim	 Rechel/Brenda	 Brown)	 Minutes	 from	 3/13/2017	
meeting	stand	as	approved.		Motion	carried.						
"Opening	Remarks	(Pastor	Larry)			
	 #	Average	weekly	attendance	–	91	
	 #	Small	Groups	

$	 Lay	 Pastor	 class;	 Praise	 Band	 practice;	 Sunday									
	 School;	 Mission	 involvement;	 Friends	 in	 Faith;	
	 Benevolent	fund;	Heifer	fund.	

	 #	New	Survey	card	for	visitors	
	 #	Assistant	District	Superintendent	visited–went	very	well	
	 #	 Coffee	 meeting	 w/District	 Superintendent	 –	 very	
	 complimentary	of	our	church	
"Council	Chair	(Phil	Brown)	
	 #	Church	picnic	–	Tentative	September	24		
	 #	Magnetic	bulletin	board	 in	 church	office	–	Phil	 thanked	
	 trustees	for	installing	in	church	office	–	will	be	used	to	post	
	 meeting	minutes	and	treasurer’s	reports	and	other	items	
	 #	 Publishing	 Ad.	 Council	 minutes	 in	 newsletter	 –	 June	
	 Niederman	suggested	we	start	doing	this.		All	agreed	it	was	
	 a	great	idea	and	it	will	be	done	
	 #	 Campfire	 night	 –	 at	 RCUMC	 Friday	 evening,	 June	 9	 -		
	 hoping	some	pickers	and	grinners	will	play	for	us	
"U.M.	Men	(Wayne	Estep/Jim	Rechel)	Next	meeting	5/20/2017	
"Trustees	(Wayne	Estep)		
	 #	Sidewalk	outside	front	right	corner	door	of	sanctuary	to	
	 parking	lot	–	Wayne	will	get	a	bid	for	pavers	
	 	 $	Discussion	on	whether	sidewalk	is	a		
	 	 maintenance	item	or	capital	improvement		
	 	 (building	fund)	
"Finance	Committee	(Bill	Oliver/Judy	Creasy/Debbie	Gilman)	
	 #	Bill	Oliver	–	Finances	are	in	decent	shape	–	No	concerns	
	 right	now	
	 #	Debbie	Gilman		
	 	 $	Discussion	on	check	line	signers	–	Debbie		
	 	 contacted	 bank	 representative	 by	 email	 and	 he	 `
	 	 will	straighten	out	issues	
	 	 $	Discussion	on	whether	we	need	two	or	three		
	 	 members	of	the	church	to	have	the	ability	to	sign	
	 	 checks	
"Treasurer’s	Report	(Debbie	Gilman)	
	 #	Copier	invoice	not	received	for	April	–	Wayne	will	check	
	 into	it	
	 #	Parking	lot	repair	came	in	under	estimated	$8,000.00	
	 #	Sanctuary	exit	door	repaired	
	 #Pastor’s	compensation	package	changed	
	
(Continued	next	column)	

Bi-monthly	Meeting	Minutes	
May	9,	2017	
(Continued)	

	
"	Treasurer’s	Report	(Continued)	
	 #	Discussion	on	how	building	fund	should	be	used	
	 	 $	Used	for	capital	improvements	only	–	not	for		
	 	 maintenance	items		
	 	 $	 If	 donation	 indicates	 building	 fund,	 it	 goes	 to	
building	 fund.	 	 If	 someone	 wants	 a	 donation	 to	 go	 to	 a	 specific	
improvement,	 they	 should	 indicate	 this	 in	 the	 memo	 line	 of	 their	
check	or	attach	a	note	to	the	check	so	the	finance	committee	is	aware	
this	donation	is	for	a	specific	improvement.	(Above	item	copied	from	
minutes	in	its	entirety.)	
	 	 $	 Discussion	 around	 sending	 statement	 of	 giving	
updates	in	July	to	reflect	giving	status	as	of	June	30,	in	addition	to	the	
giving	statement	Jan	Gump	makes	a	motion	we	provide	statement	of	
giving	 status	 updates	 as	 of	 June	 30	 each	 year	 (to	 be	 handed	 out	
during	 July	 timeframe).	 	 Bill	 Oliver	 seconds	 the	 motion.	 	 Motion	
carried.	(Above	item	copied	from	minutes	in	its	entirety.)	
"New	Business	
	 #	 Bruce	 Armstrong	 suggested	 we	 host	 a	 praise	 band	
	 competition	on	a	Saturday	evening.	Larry	will	contact	other	
	 churches	to	see	if	there	is	an	interest	in	doing	this.	

#	 May	 15	 @	 11:00	 a.m.	 –	 Flag	 raising	 ceremony	 for	
Salvation	army.		Larry	is	the	Emcee.		 	
#Loud	 Sunday	 in	 March	 –	 We	 collected	 over	 $100	 that	
went	 to	 Free	 Throws	 for	 Kids	 –	 Total	 donation	 was	 over	
$40,000		for	the	Free	Throws	for	Kids	event.	

	 #	 SPRC	 gave	 Emily	 $50	 from	 the	 fund	 for	 Administrative	
	 Assistant’s	Day.		Emily	is	a	blessing	to	the	church.	
	 #	 Brenda	 Brown	 received	 a	 “praying	 for	 you”	
	 postcard/message	 from	 Todd	 Anderson,	 District	
	 Superintendent.	 	 This	 was	 a	 blessing	 –	 very	 much	
	 appreciated.	
	 #	 Nurture/Missions	 –	 Brenda	 Brown	 talked	 to	 Tari	
	 Halcomb	 about	 the	 chair	 position,	 but	 she	 hasn’t	
	 committed.	
	 #	UMW	wants	 to	hold	Graduation/Scholarship	Sunday	on	
	 June	11.	 	Names	of	those	receiving	scholarships	need	to	be	
	 furnished	to	Debbie	and	Emily.	
"Motion	 to	 adjourn	 made	 by	 Brenda	 Oliver	 and	 seconded	 by	 Jim	
Rechel.		Motion	carried	
"	Closing	Prayer	(Pastor	Larry)	
Next	Meeting:		Monday,	July	10,	2017	at	7:00	p.m.	

Worship	Leaders	

July	

Sunday	
2	 Greg	Conrad	
9	 Roger	Creasy	
16	 Jim	Rechel	
23	 Nancy	Beckman	
30	 Debbie	Gilman	

June	

Sunday	
4	 Debbie	Kunick	
11	 Tom	Bevington	
18	 Tim	Zecher	
25	 Chip	Schoepf	
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01—June	Niederman			
05—Todd	Taylor	
08—Bill	Wright	
09—Barb	Winsted	
10—Paul	Gilman	
16—Earl	Winsted	
18—Dave	Wilson	

20—Earl	Whirls	
21—Eli	Rheinfrank	
22—Melody	Conrad	
25—Caleb	Broughton	
28—Chris	Foxx	
30—Ruth	Estep	
	

02—Bill	&	Linda	Wright	
02—Phil	&	Brenda	Brown	
09—Butch	&	Vicky	Foster	
10—Leroy	&	Millie	Singleton	
13—Denzil	&	Helen	Burch	
15—Wayne	&	Linda	Estep	

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. 
military. Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the Civil War and became an official federal holiday in 1971. Many 
Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially, it marks the 
beginning of the summer season. 

Early Observances of Memorial Day  
The Civil War, which ended in the spring of 1865, claimed more lives than any conflict in U.S. history and required the establishment of the country’s first 
national cemeteries.  
By the late 1860s, Americans in various towns and cities had begun holding springtime tributes to these countless fallen soldiers, decorating their graves 
with flowers and reciting prayers. 
Did You Know? 
Each year on Memorial Day a national moment of remembrance takes place at 3:00 p.m. local time. 
It is unclear where exactly this tradition originated; numerous different communities may have independently initiated the memorial gatherings. 
Nevertheless, in 1966 the federal government declared Waterloo, New York, the official birthplace of Memorial Day.  
Waterloo—which first celebrated the day on May 5, 1866—was chosen because it hosted an annual, community-wide event, during which businesses 
closed and residents decorated the graves of soldiers with flowers and flags. 
Decoration Day  
On May 5, 1868, General John A. Logan, leader of an organization for Northern Civil War veterans, called for a nationwide day of remembrance later that 
month. “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in 
defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land,” he proclaimed.  
The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle. 
On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 
20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried there.  
Many Northern states held similar commemorative events and reprised the tradition in subsequent years; by 1890 each one had made Decoration Day an 
official state holiday. Southern states, on the other hand, continued to honor their dead on separate days until after World War I. 
History of Memorial Day  
Memorial Day, as Decoration Day gradually came to be known, originally honored only those lost while fighting in the Civil War. But during World War I 
the United States found itself embroiled in another major conflict, and the holiday evolved to commemorate American military personnel who died in all 
wars. 
For decades, Memorial Day continued to be observed on May 30, the date Logan had selected for the first Decoration Day. But in 1968 Congress passed 
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which established Memorial Day as the last Monday in May in order to create a three-day weekend for federal 
employees; the change went into effect in 1971. The same law also declared Memorial Day a federal holiday. 
Memorial Day 2017 occurs on May 29; Memorial Day 2018 falls on May 28. 
Memorial Day Traditions  
Cities and towns across the United States host Memorial Day parades each year, often incorporating military personnel and members of veterans’ 
organizations. Some of the largest parades take place in Chicago, New York and http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington-dcWashington, 
D.C.  
Americans also observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries and memorials. On a less somber note, many people take weekend trips or throw parties and 
barbecues on the holiday, perhaps because it unofficially marks the beginning of summer. 
 
Taken from http://www.history.com/. 
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your	information!		


