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As we begin a new year, we are entering a time of continued uncertainty. The stock market is going up and down, 
home prices are vacillating, and health insurance issues continue to be uncertain.  Despite the diverse economic 
situations and personal distress, we ponder the question, “What will this year bring?” Not only are we concerned 
about our fiscal and economic wellness but our physical, mental and spiritual well-being.  
As New Year’s Eve approaches midnight and we think of our resolutions for the year, perhaps we should consider 
one that deals with our spiritual health and wellness. Here are some simple steps to help make 2014 a more happy 
and healthy year. 
 

1. Make	  a	  New	  Year’s	   resolution	   to	  reduce	  your	  stress	  and	  or	  anxiety.	  You	  may	  start	  by	   turning	  off	  all	  
electronics	  and	  spending	  quality	  time	  with	  friends	  and	  family	  who	  support	  you.	  Taking	  a	  step	  back	  will	  
allow	  you	  to	  spend	  time	  in	  prayer	  and	  bible	  study.	  This	  in	  turn	  will	  help	  you	  to	  focus	  on	  the	  people	  and	  
the	  things	  that	  matter	  most	  in	  your	  life.	  

2. Make	  a	  deliberate	  attempt	  to	  focus	  on	  your	  physical	  as	  well	  as	  spiritual	  well–being.	  The	  relationship	  
between	   the	   two	   is	  utterly	   important.	   Find	   a	   good	  balance	   for	  worship	   and	  bible	   study.	  Addressing	  
these	  components	  can	  have	  positive	  results.	  

3. When	   facing	   a	  problem	  or	   issue,	   try	  not	   to	  make	   a	  hurried	  decision.	  Doing	   so	   is	   never	   a	   good	   idea.	  
Allow	  yourself	  to	  “pray”	  things	  through.	  	  Reacting	  to	  bad	  news	  in	  haste	  can	  cause	  deeper	  issues.	  

4. Focus	  on	  the	  things	  that	  you	  can	  do	  to	  improve	  a	  situation.	  	  Do	  not	  become	  overwhelmed	  by	  the	  things	  
that	  you	  cannot	  change.	  When	  dealing	  with	  life’s	  stressors,	  being	  spiritually	  proactive	  and	  positive	  can	  
make	  a	  big	  difference	  in	  your	  outlook.	  

5. As	  you	  deal	  with	   things	   that	  are	  causing	  you	  distress,	  pray	  with	  someone	  that	  you	  trust	   to	  help	  you	  
envision	  possibilities	  that	  may	  support	  you.	  Never	  be	  afraid	  to	  share	  your	  problems	  and	  decision	  with	  
fellow	  believers	  that	  you	  trust,	  these	  may	  include	  family,	  friends	  and/or	  a	  pastor.	  

6. Plan	   to	   reward	   yourself	   as	   you	   meet	   your	   goals.	   Remember	   when	   you	   care	   for	   yourself,	   you	   are	  
improving	  the	  way	  you	  will	  care	  for	  others.	  	  God’s	  spirit	  will	  be	  made	  manifest	  in	  your	  success.	  

A New Year’s resolution to strengthen your daily prayer life, which can yield an abundance of spiritual well –
being. As 2014 approaches, be sure to set your sights on a year of health, happiness and spiritual fulfillment.  
You can experience a tremendous transformation. Celebrate! The New Year comes with great opportunities and 
spiritual blessings. Happy New Year! 
 
Rev. John 

 

Happy New Year! 



Memory is a way of holding onto the things you love,  
the things you are, the things you never want to lose.    - Kevin Arnold 
 
Oh the memories of Christmas.... the anticipation, the lights, the joy, 

candlelight Christmas Eve services, Youth Group Caroling, family gift exchanges, family 
meals, the living Nativity displays, the visits to Santa...a Schwinn Stingray left under the 
tree by Santa...sharing the joy of Christmas with our children as they create their own 
memories.... they are all the memories you never want to lose.  
  
A writer once said that the best thing about memories is making them.  I'm not sure that is 

true.  I think the best part of memories is having them.   
  
I still have them, however, and not unlike many of you, I have a loved one slowly losing her memory, my Mom. 
I don't know what lies ahead, but I know the memories my Mom created are the ones I cherish. 
  

I remember as a first grader, walking to school every morning on the 1.5-mile journey to the 
neighborhood elementary school.  Mom would watch out the front door as we strolled farther 
and farther away from the house, and we would turn and wave to her as we walked away, 
waiting for the last wave just before we walked out of sight.  Now with kids of my own, I 
know how precious those memories are. 
  
I remember Mom and Dad being there for my two brothers and me as 

we played knothole, and soccer and swimming lessons during summer breaks.  They 
didn't hover over us, didn't attend every game or tell the coaches how great we were as 
we sat on the sideline.  But they were with us with the spirit of love and encouragement.  

  
I remember Mom and Dad volunteering at the concession stands season after season to 
support the teams we played on, from junior high through high school. 
  
I remember the snake that got loose in the house when Mom was in the hospital for a 
month and Grandma was staying with us...and the gerbil that got 
out of its cage and Grandma accidently stepped on it.  It was 

probably better than the snake getting it.  But Grandma sure felt terrible for years after 
she killed our pet. 
  
And I remember every Christmas morning as we woke Mom and Dad at the first sign 
that Santa had arrived. And the wonder of how it all fit down that chimney! 
  
Making memories with your family and friends is great, but remembering them 
provides the joy of life. 
  
With the New Year upon us, share your memories with your family.  Create them for your kids.  And 
cherish them with all of those you love. 
 

May God Bless You this New Year! 
  
 Next Men’s Breakfast is on January 25, 8 am at The Country Barrel Restaurant. 
 See you there. 

Submitted by Jim Rechel 



SUNDAY MORNING 
SCHEDULE 
Sunday School 

9:15 – 10:00 
for all ages 
Fellowship 

10:00 – 10:30 
Church Service 

10:30 
Children’s Sunday School 

during Church Service 
Is available 

 
Monthly Meetings 

U.M. Women 
Second Tuesday of the 

month @ 10:00 am 
Trustees, Nurture & 
Missions Committees 

First Tuesday of the month 
@ 6:30 pm 

Administrative Council 
Second Thursday of the 

month @ 7:00 pm 
U.M. Men 

Last Saturday of the month 
@ 8:00 am 

CONTACTS 
Pastor:  Rev. John A. Guliano 419-651-9171 
Lay Leader:  Leroy Singleton 
Assistant Lay Leader:  Jim Rechel 
Music Director: Sally Rechel 
 Pianist:  Lori Campbell  / Craig Eppich  
 Cornett:  Karen Auffinger 
 Drums:  Chip Schoepf 
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery 
                   (Ages birth through four years) 
Prayer Chain: Vicky Foster  513-738-3748 
Newsletter:  Phil Brown    513-868-2338 

Submitted	  by	  Sandy	  Hogeback	  

COME	  ONE…COME	  ALL………	  

Come	  join	  us	  for	  Sunday	  School	  Class	  at	  9:15	  AM	  
on	  Sunday	  mornings.	  We	  have	   teachers	   that	  are	  
waiting	   for	   you	   to	   be	   a	   part	   of	   the	   class.	   The	  
teachers	   are	   excited	   about	   sharing	   the	   stories	  
from	   the	   bible	   with	   all	   of	   you.	   Let’s	   bring	  
someone	  to	  Sunday	  School	  and	  to	  Church.	  

“Cornerstone	  Counseling	  and	  Consulting”	  

“Grief/Loss	  Support	  Group”	  

This	  group	  will	  provide	  those	  who	  are	  grieving	  the	  opportunity	  
to	  understand	  their	  grief	  and	   to	  begin	   the	  healing	  process	   in	  a	  
supportive,	   confidential	   environment.	   The	   12	   weekly	   sessions	  
will	   provide	   time	   for	   sharing,	   reflecting	  as	  well	   as	  help	  moving	  
through	  the	  stages	  of	  grief.	  It	  is	  the	  desire	  that	  those	  who	  take	  
part	  will	  find	  hope	  and	  healing	  for	  their	  hearts.	  	  
	  
The	  group	  will	  be	  meeting	  at	  Ross	  Community	  Church	  located	  at	  
2943	   Hamilton-‐Cleves	   Road,	   Hamilton,	   Ohio.	   Potential	   group	  
members	  should	  contact	  Cornerstone	  for	  a	  private,	  confidential	  
interview	  and	  registration.	  	  
	  

The	  group	  is	  free	  but	  registration	  is	  required.	  
(513)	  889-‐5880	  

	  
or	  contact	  us	  on	  the	  web	  @	  <http://www.cornerstoneccs.com 

“Prayer Shawl Ministry” 
                        

Please spread the word:  ------
If anyone has a family member, 
friend, etc. that is gravely ill, 
please let me know in the Sunday 
service, or email me at 
www.carolfarmer90@yahoo.com.  
Also contact me for more 
information.  This program is 
100% voluntary, and the Church 
has not spent a penny.  We can 
also use more volunteers.  Have a 
great day in the Lord. 

Submitted by Carol Farmer 

COMMUNION 
 
If you are home bound and would like 
to receive communion please contact 
the church office at (513) 868-2923.  
Rev John Guliano or Lay Leader Jim 
Rechel will return your call.  

Please send your e-mail address to 
rcumcnewsletter@gmail.com if you would prefer 
to receive your issue of The Ross Community 
United Methodist Church Newsletter by e-mail. 
Please put RCUMC Newsletter in the subject line. 
Your e-mail address will be used only for 
mailing the newsletter to you.  There are two 
benefits to receiving your newsletter by e-mail:  
1> It will be in color and 2> It will save printing 
and mailing costs to the church. 
 
Thank You, Editor 



BIBLE	  STUDIES	  
ROSS	  COMMUNITY	  CHURCH	  
2943	  Hamilton-‐Cleves	  Road	  

Hamilton,	  Ohio	  45013	  

	  
There	  will	  be	  two	  opportunities	  to	  join	  with	  others	  in	  weekly	  group	  settings	  

in	  pondering	  the	  “Good	  News”,	  through	  Bible	  Studies.	  
	  

• The	  first	  group	  will	  meet	  on	  Sunday	  evenings	  from	  6	  –	  8	  pm.	  	  This	  group	  will	  be	  structured	  with	  each	  
	   	   	   member	  of	  the	  group	  receiving	  a	  study	  guide	  for	  the	  4	  –	  5	  week	  studies.	  
• The	  second	  group	  will	  meet	  on	  Wednesday	  mornings	  from	  10:30	  –	  11:30	  am	  for	  an	  informal	  study	  of	  

	   	   	   the	  bible	  starting	  with	  the	  book	  of	  Genesis	  and	  progressing	  through	  the	  bible	  at	  a	  leisurely	  pace.	  	  	  
	   	   	   (There	  will	  be	  a	  few	  lunch	  gatherings,	  after	  studies,	  at	  local	  restaurants.)	  

	  
We	  plan	  on	  beginning	  these	  studies	  as	  early	  in	  January	  2014	  as	  we	  possibly	  can.	  It	  depends	  on	  whether	  or	  not	  there	  is	  
an	   interest	  and	   if	  we	  can	  have	  enough	  participants	   in	  each	  study	  group.	   	  You	  are	  more	  than	  welcome	  to	  attend	  both	  
study	  groups,	  if	  you	  wish.	  	  This	  opportunity	  is	  also	  open	  to	  family	  and	  friends.	  	  They	  do	  not	  have	  to	  attend	  our	  church.	  	  
All	  are	  welcome	  who	  wish	  to	  learn	  from	  the	  bible.	  

	  
Please	   contact	   Pastor	   John	   or	   Phil	   Brown	   (868-‐2338	   or	   prbrown719@gmail.com)	   if	   you	   have	   any	   further	  
questions	  or	  wish	  to	  sign	  up.	  	  You	  may	  also	  put	  your	  name	  and	  phone	  number	  on	  a	  slip	  of	  paper	  and	  drop	  it	  
in	  the	  offering	  plate	  on	  Sunday	  and	  we	  will	  call	  you.	  

	  
We	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  joining	  minds	  with	  others,	  

that	  we	  may	  learn	  and	  grow	  together	  as	  Disciples	  for	  Christ. 

Submitted by Judy Creasy 

The next meeting of the Women’s UMW will be the 
morning of Tuesday, January 14, 2013 at 10:00 AM in the 
church.  All women are invited to come. 
 
The Annual Women’s Christmas dinner was a huge 
success.  All the women sang Christmas carols and 
Milillo’s Pizza catered a great meal. Thanks to all the men 
that helped in through out the evening in the kitchen. 
 
The 2014 scholarship applications are being handed out to 
the students that will be attending college next year. If you 
know a student who is interested in obtaining an 
application just let us know. 
 
The February women’s meeting will be on Tuesday, 
February 11, at 10:00AM.   Please mark your calendars. 



Lest we forget, Christmas is not just one day out of the year.   
We should carry Christmas in our hearts each and every day. 

The bible instructs us: Luke 6:31 (KJV) 
“And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.”  

Every Christian’s New Years Resolutions should start with:   
“Lord, please help me to be a better disciple for Christ in this New Year, which you have 

given me.  Amen” 
If you can keep the Christmas Spirit alive within your heart,  

Every thing else will take care of itself. 
 

May the Peace of Christ be with you in the coming years. 

The congregation and members of Ross Community 
United Methodist Church welcomed three new 
members on December 22, 2013: Karen Brauch, 
Ruth Estep and Karen Auffinger (along with 
daughters Katie and Nicole). 
 
We welcome you with love and prayerful 
thanksgiving to God for bringing you to Him and to 
our church family.  We will pray for you and with 
you and support you in any way we can.  God Bless 
each of you. 
 

Submitted by Brenda Brown 

1   Conner Ray 
6   James Ratliff 
8   Leroy Hogeback 
8   Doug Beckman 
12  Reva Denny 
12  Lisa Edington 
14  Bev Papet 
14  Glen Bonham 

January 
Birthdays 

16  Ruby Landis 
26  Jan Gump 
26  Judy Kottman 
26  Mike Ratliff 
29  Scott Bressler 
30  Aileen Wynn 
31  Brenda Brown 
31  Bill Prentice 

January 
2 Winnie & Earl Whirls 
20 Jerry & Betty Merz 
 
 

CONTINUING PRAYERS 
 

Continuing prayers for the vision of 
Ross Community United Methodist 
Church, our President, our Nation and 
our military personnel, Pastor John & 
Lisa, Pastor Kyle and Karen, Pastor 
Grant and Ann, Bev Papet, Gary Brown (ongoing heart 
problems), Vicki Hilton, Dorothy Gard, Steve and Linda 
Jacobs, Jake Phelps and family, Jo and Randy Anderson’s 
great grandson Tyson and family, Bill & Linda Wright’s 
sister-in-law, Don & Annette Hegner (ongoing health 
issues), Joyce Zecher (Tim’s mother), LP, PD, PH, JS & 
MD Family and Chuck Gundrum.  
 
If you know of additions or deletions, please see or call Vicky 
Foster – 738-3748. Please give your e-mail address to Vicky for 



   NURTURE 
MISSIONS 

Submitted by Judy Kottman 

Operation Magi 
 
There’s no better way to report Operation Magi other than the words 
shared by Nancy Beckman with the congregation on Sunday Dec. 22: 
 
“This sanctuary is a testimony of a miracle in progress.  It is not about 
“Oh look what we did”.  It’s about the heart of a small rural church and 
the trust of others in that heart.  The physical walls could not hold the 
number of non-members who came forward this year without 
solicitation to donate time, talents and love. 
 
Yesterday, during the “Noah monsoon” I was trying to carry groceries 
from Ross IGA to fill the baskets.  A young man working in the store 
ran to grab his coat and willingly offered to help.  I asked his name to 
thank him and wish him a blessed holiday----unbeknown to both of us 
he was carrying some of his own groceries. 
 
There were a few panic moments as with all projects but a sign I read 
last week said “If you are looking for perfection, look just beyond the 
imperfections and you will find it”.  Those who worked yesterday will 
now know never to ask me to order pizza again!!!! 
 
I could fill a book with all of the little “angel moments” and many of 
you would recognize yourselves.  My suggestion for Ross Community 
UMC’s future motto would be “Through God, we love, we care, we 
share”. 
 
Borrowing from God, “Well done my trusted servants” and the merriest 
of holidays.” 
 
And we all say to Nancy “Thank you for sharing Operation Magi with 
so many and giving, we the congregation and friends, the opportunity to 
share in the experience.” 
 
Happy New Year 2014 
 
As we welcome 2014 we make many New Year resolutions.  Many of 
those fall by the wayside as the year progresses.  Today Pastor John’s 
sermon asked “What is Ross Community UMC Divine Direction in 
2014?”  My thoughts have been, as in many years past as Chairperson 
for Nurture/Missions, what do we do next, where do we go from here, 
just what does God have in store for us and how do we determine what 
direction He wishes us to take.    Prayerfully the committee is reaching 
out to each of you to consider new areas of interest and ways to make 
Ross Community UMC become more alive, more inviting, and reaching 
out more than ever before to families and individuals in and around our 
community.  As we all know, Jesus had many disciples and we are all 
disciples who may share in the work, be it small or large.  As we just 
experienced in Operation Magi, many hands made a huge undertaking 
possible.  We would appreciate your input and Nurture/Missions 
Committee will be meeting Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00 p.m.   I’ve 
received requests for more time to get to know Pastor John and also a 
dinner and program.  I will be ready to hear any suggestions Sunday, 
January 5 to present at the January meeting or send an email to 
mrsk26@fuse.net.   We’re always open to suggestions at any time.  May 
God’s Blessing be with you throughout 2014 and always. 
 

January 2014 
5 Wayne & Linda Estep 
12 Butch & Trey Foster 
19 Jerry & Betty Merz 
26 Jim Rechel & Phil Brown   

February 
2 Bill & Brenda Oliver 
9 Phil & Brenda Brown 
16 Roger & Judy Creasy 
23 Debbie Gilman & Lois Lynch 
 
If you wish to be included on the Ushers & 
Greeters list please contact Lay Leader 
Leroy Singleton.   

 
January 2014 

5 Roger Creasy 
12 Leroy Singleton  
19 Debbie Gilman 
26 Nancy Beckman 

February 
2 Jim Rechel 
9 Phil Brown 
16 Wes Flannery 


