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SUNDAY
MORNING
SCHEDULE
9:15 – 10:00
Sunday School
for all ages
10:00 – 10:30
Fellowship
10:30
Church Service
Children’s Sunday School
during Church Service
Is available

Monthly Meetings
U.M. Women:
Second Tuesday of the
month @ 10:00 am

Trustees, Nurture &
Missions Committees:
First Tuesday of the month
@ 6:30 pm

Administrative
Council:
Second Thursday of the
month @ 7:00 pm

U.M. Men
Last Saturday of the month
@ 8:00 am

Our Mission
“Centered in Christ”
“Strength for Today”
“Hope for Tomorrow”

Isn’t it amazing how fast a year has gone by and the holidays are
approaching? This is the season where God’s promises are revealed to His people.
We remember that He has sent His only begotten son, Emmanuel--God with us. We
begin this season with the four Sundays of Advent. The word Advent comes from
the Latin word adventus, which means coming. Each Sunday we celebrate the hope,
peace, joy and love that the coming of the Christ Child brings to the world. Finally,
on Christmas Eve we rejoice in that the babe of Bethlehem reveals once again that
“God is with us.”
During the four Sundays of Advent, I ask you to consider praying with me
for those who still are lost and seeking the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is
also an opportunity for us to renew our commitment to Him through our
participation in worship. On the night of our Savior’s birth, the angels reminded all
that even amidst the trials of our life, we are encouraged to “Be not afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to
you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." (Luke 2: 8-12).
Our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship service will be held on
December 24, 2013 at 9:00 p.m. This service will include the Christmas story in
word and song with candle lighting and singing of “Silent Night.” This is a
tremendous opportunity to invite someone to worship. What a better time to share
our church and fellowship with others in the greater community. Please know that
your personal invitation will be blessed by God. The world deserves to know and to
rejoice that Emmanuel, our God, is with us.
The birth of Jesus Christ offers all the
opportunity to experience a life that is filled
with His hope, peace, joy and love.
On behalf of my wife Lisa, our children
Robert and Marietta, we wish you a Blessed
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Pastor John

Submitted by Jim Rechel

Thanksgiving: Hit the Pause Button
Senator Ted Cruz was labeled a variety of derogatory names for saying to his fellow
representatives “Stop the madness! Stop Obamacare. Stop and look at what the law
is actually going to do.” And while I personally am not in favor of the government being involved in any aspect of my personal health care,
I know there are many who believe the law will help those unable to gain access to health insurance.
Regardless of where you stand on the law, Ted Cruz provided guidance to all of us. Stop and truly read and understand what is taking place
before diving head first into a pool of unknown depth. It is with that guidance that I am going to look at Thanksgiving.
Stop and understand what the holiday is truly about before diving head first into the turkey and gravy! Read the first law written long after
the Pilgrims initial holiday as excerpted from the Patriot Post.
During the American Revolutionary War the Continental Congress designated days of thanksgiving each year. The First National
Proclamation of Thanksgiving was made in 1777:
"FOR AS MUCH as it is the indispensable Duty of all Men to adore the superintending Providence of Almighty God; to acknowledge with
Gratitude their Obligation to him for Benefits received, and to implore such farther Blessings as they stand in Need of:
And it having pleased him in his abundant Mercy, not only to continue to us the innumerable Bounties of his common Providence; but also
to smile upon us in the Prosecution of a just and necessary War, for the Defense and Establishment of our unalienable Rights and
Liberties; particularly in that he hath been pleased, in so great a Measure, to prosper the Means used for the Support of our Troops, and to
crown our Arms with most signal success: It is therefore recommended to the legislative or executive Powers of these UNITED STATES to
set apart THURSDAY, the eighteenth Day of December next, for SOLEMN THANKSGIVING and PRAISE:
That at one Time and with one Voice, the good People may express the grateful Feelings of their Hearts, and consecrate themselves to the
Service of their Divine Benefactor; and that, together with their sincere Acknowledgments and Offerings, they may join the penitent
Confession of their manifold Sins, whereby they had forfeited every Favor; and their humble and earnest Supplication that it may please
GOD through the Merits of JESUS CHRIST, mercifully to forgive and blot them out of Remembrance; That it may please him graciously to
afford his Blessing on the Governments of these States respectively, and prosper the public Council of the whole: To inspire our
Commanders, both by Land and Sea, and all under them, with that Wisdom and Fortitude which may render them fit Instruments, under the
Providence of Almighty GOD, to secure for these United States, the greatest of all human Blessings, INDEPENDENCE and PEACE: That
it may please him, to prosper the Trade and Manufactures of the People, and the Labor of the Husbandman, that our Land may yield its
Increase: To take Schools and Seminaries of Education, so necessary for cultivating the Principles of true Liberty, Virtue and Piety, under
his nurturing Hand; and to prosper the Means of Religion, for the promotion and enlargement of that Kingdom, which consisteth in
Righteousness, Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghost."
Of that proclamation, Samuel Adams wrote to another Declaration signer, Richard Henry Lee, noting the specificity of the language that,
"the good people may express the grateful feelings of their hearts and join ... their supplication that it may please God, through the merits
of Jesus Christ."
Amidst the constant barrage of electronic information, take a moment this week to hit the Pause button in your life, look around and say
Thanks! Not just Thursday, but whenever a situation in your life becomes a blessing.
Hit the “Pause Button” and:
Say thanks to those closest to you, your family, your friends, your neighbors, and your co-workers.
Say thanks to those who serve a cause greater than their own.
Say thanks when you see those in the military, willing to put their lives in jeopardy to defend the cause of liberty and freedom.
Say thanks to the young person working the drive through.
And say thanks to the God that provides it all!
And I am truly thankful for you and all of the wonderful people I have come to know throughout my life.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Submitted by Judy Creasy

The next meeting of the
Women’s UMW will be the
morning
of
Monday,
December 9, 2013 at
10:00AM in the church.
All women are invited to
come and help us with
decorations
for
the
Christmas dinner.
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December
Bill & Brenda Oliver
Phil & Brenda Brown
Roger & Judy Creasy
Debbie Gilman & Lois Lynch
Jim Rechel &

5
12
19
26

January 2014
Wayne & Linda Estep
Butch & Trey Foster
Jerry & Betty Merz
Don & Barb Rechel

If you wish to be included on the Ushers &
Greeters list please contact Lay Leader
Leroy Singleton.

The Annual Women’s Christmas
dinner will be on Tuesday,
December 10th at 6:30PM.
Admission is $11.00 per adult and
$5.00 per child. The Ross High
School Choral group will sing
Christmas carols. Dinner will be catered by Milillo’s
Pizza with Lasagna, Penne Pasta &
meatballs, salad, garlic bread and
Homemade Pies. Do remember
Christmas ornaments to exchange.
Also invite friends.
We will be sending the college
students a gift card, from the women of our church.
The 2014 scholarship applications will be included
with the gift cards.
We will also be having a
raffle of the table clothe
that Lynn Schernbeck made
while she was recovering
from her knee surgery. The
proceeds will go to our scholarship fund.
The January women’s meeting will be on Tuesday the
14th, at 10:00AM. Please mark your calendars.
“Prayer Shawl Ministry”
Submitted by Carol Farmer

At the women’s meeting Tues. night, I mentioned the “Prayer Shawl Ministry.”
Several of the women did not know that we have this program. Please spread the
word that if anyone has a family member, friend, etc. that is gravely ill, please let me
know in the Sunday service, or email me at www.carolfarmer90@yahoo.com. Also
contact me for more information. This program is 100% voluntary, and the Church
has not spent a penny. We can also use more volunteers. Have a great day in the
Lord.
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December
Debbie Gilman
Nancy Beckman
Jim Rechel
Phil Brown
Wes Flannery

5
12

January 2014
Roger Creasy
Leroy Singleton

Good judgment comes from
experience,
and a lot of that comes from
bad judgment.

NURTURE

MISSIONS
Submitted by Judy Kottman

“Thanksgiving Baskets -- Christ’s Closet -- The Sharing Closet”
Missions continue to work with local families in need. Thanksgiving
Dinner was distributed to four families. We will distribute more dinners
and baskets at Christmas. We continue to work finding ways to improve
our Christ Closet program which Jim and Lois Lynch and Wayne and
Linda Estep have taken under their wing. We also work with Nancy
Beckman in The Sharing Closet. If anyone is aware of a family in need
please let us know.
Keep in mind peanut butter, cereal, soups, personal and cleaning items are
always welcome. Please place them in the baskets in the entry.
“Operation Magi”
“Operation Magi” is in full swing around the Sanctuary. Names are hung with care
above each table and we invite everyone to take as many as they like. What better way
could there be to celebrate “Happy Birthday Jesus” than to share our treasures with
others. We ask that you return the items gift wrapped with the tag intact on Sunday, Dec
15. Please reserve Saturday, December 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for a final
check of Santa’s list as we stuff stockings, wrap blankets and enjoy a light lunch.
Packages will be delivered following the service on Sunday, December 22.
“Luminaries”
We’re ready for clean gallon milk and water cartons to be delivered to church. We will
assemble them on Wednesday, December 18 at 9:30 a.m. Please bring a utility knife
and we will supply the sand and candles to complete the job. We will need volunteers
to place them on Tuesday, December 24 and also a few people to see that they are lit
before the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. We can discuss a time for these tasks at
the assembly meeting. We truly appreciate all the help you can give on this project.
Everyone from Missions / Nurture Committee wishes “You and Yours a Blessed Christmas and a
Healthy and Happy New Year.”

LOUD

On the last Sunday of the month, the children will
be collecting loose coins for local missions. Please
remember to bring your loose change to help
benefit this effort. Let's hear those metal buckets
get LOUD helping support those in need.

SUNDAY

To my community of faith and family at Ross UMC:
Words are inadequate to express what your
prayers, cards, emails, thoughts and the prayer
shawl meant to me and did for me. I felt so uplifted
and wrapped in love. As I put the shawl around me
after surgery, my fears melted away as I felt your
love and concern.

December
4
20
21
30

Roger & Judy Creasy
Don & Annette Hegner
Randy & Jo Anderson
Marcus & Beth Casbeer

I am also so grateful for your embrace and support
of Justin and Karen and Tara. In your collective
faces we saw the face of Christ. I know that as I
look back over my life, that at this period of time I
will see only one set of footprints in the sand; as it
was at this time that God, through all of you at
Ross, carried me. I miss and love each of you.
In His name, Kyle

If you wish to receive this
newsletter through your e-mail
account, please send your request
to the editor at the e-mail address
below.
Contact editor at:
rcumcnewsletter@gmail.com

December
Birthdays

INFORMATION CORNER
Pastor: Rev. John A. Guliano 419-651-9171
Lay Leader: Leroy Singleton
Assistant Lay Leader: Jim Rechel
Music Director: Sally Rechel
Pianist: Lori Campbell / Craig Eppich
Cornett: Karen Auffinger
Drums: Chip Schoepf
Nursery Attendant: Robin Montgomery
(Ages birth through four years)
Prayer Chain: Vicky Foster
513-738-3748
Newsletter: Phil Brown
513-868-2338
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28

Linda Kunick
Keith Mabis
Justin Merz
Owen Bressler
Lynn Schernbeck
Lynette Conrad
Butch Foster
Kyle McNeely
Bill Oliver
Kae Parrott
Beth Casbeer

Submitted by Linda Jacobs

CONTINUING PRAYERS

Senior version of
“JESUS LOVES ME”

Continuing prayers for the
vision of Ross Community
United Methodist Church,
our President, our Nation
and our military personnel,
Pastor John & Lisa, Pastor
Kyle and Karen, Pastor
Grant and Ann, Robert
Guliano, Bev Papet, Gary
Brown
(ongoing
heart
problems), Vicki Hilton,
Dorothy Gard, Steve and
Linda Jacobs, Jake Phelps and family, Jo and
Randy Anderson’s great grandson Tyson and
family, Bill & Linda Wright’s sister-in-law, Don &
Annette Hegner (ongoing health issues), Joyce
Zecher (Tim’s mother) and LP, PD, PH, JS & MD
Family.

Jesus loves me, this I know,
Though my hair is white as snow
Though my sight is growing dim,
Still He bids me trust in Him.
(CHORUS)
YES, JESUS LOVES ME. YES, JESUS LOVES ME.
YES, JESUS LOVES ME, FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO.
Though my steps are oh, so slow,
With my hand in His I'll go
On through life, let come what may,
He'll be there to lead the way.
(CHORUS)
When the nights are dark and long,
In my heart He puts a song.
Telling me in words so clear,
"Have no fear, for I am near."
(CHORUS)

If you know of additions or deletions, please see
or call Vicky Foster – 738-3748. Please give your
e-mail address to Vicky for the Prayer Chain.
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  by	
  Sandy	
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COME	
  ONE…COME	
  ALL………	
  
Come	
   join	
   us	
   for	
   Sunday	
  
School	
  Class	
  at	
  9:15	
  AM	
  on	
  
Sunday	
   morning.	
   We	
   have	
  
teachers	
   that	
   are	
   waiting	
   for	
   you	
   to	
   be	
   a	
   part	
   of	
   the	
  
class.	
   The	
   teachers	
   are	
   excited	
   about	
   sharing	
   the	
   stories	
  
from	
   the	
   bible	
   with	
   all	
   of	
   you.	
   Our	
   average	
   Sunday	
  
attendance	
  this	
  month	
  is	
  12.	
  
Let’s	
   make	
   it	
   larger,	
   bring	
  
someone	
   to	
   Sunday	
   School	
  
and	
  to	
  Church.	
  	
  

When my work on earth is done,
And life's victories have been won.
He will take me home above,
Then I'll understand His love.
(CHORUS)
I love Jesus, does He know?
Have I ever told Him so?
Jesus loves to hear me say,
That I love Him every day.
(CHORUS)

“Cornerstone	
  Counseling	
  and	
  Consulting”	
  
“Grief/Loss	
  Support	
  Group”	
  
This	
  group	
  will	
  provide	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  grieving	
  the	
  opportunity	
  
to	
   understand	
   their	
   grief	
   and	
   to	
   begin	
   the	
   healing	
   process	
   in	
   a	
  
supportive,	
   confidential	
   environment.	
   The	
   12	
   weekly	
   sessions	
  
will	
   provide	
   time	
   for	
   sharing,	
   reflecting	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   help	
   moving	
  
through	
  the	
  stages	
  of	
  grief.	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  desire	
  that	
  those	
  who	
  take	
  
part	
  will	
  find	
  hope	
  and	
  healing	
  for	
  their	
  hearts.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  group	
  will	
  be	
  meeting	
  at	
  Ross	
  Community	
  Church	
  located	
  at	
  
2943	
   Hamilton-‐Cleves	
   Road,	
   Hamilton,	
   Ohio.	
   Potential	
   group	
  
members	
  should	
  contact	
  Cornerstone	
  for	
  a	
  private,	
  confidential	
  
interview	
  and	
  registration.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  group	
  is	
  free	
  but	
  registration	
  is	
  required.	
  
(513)	
  889-‐5880	
  
	
  
or	
  contact	
  us	
  on	
  the	
  web	
  @	
  <http://www.cornerstoneccs.com

